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MONCURE — Don Brown, 
like many in Moncure, can 
trace his lineage to the commu-
nity back several generations.

Nowadays, he’s in sound fi-
nancial standing and says he 
could move elsewhere if he 
wanted. But he doesn’t. Mon-
cure is the community that 
raised him and showed him 
what mattered in life, which is 
why he’s still around. Likewise, 
he doesn’t want to see his close-
knit rural town lose its unique 
qualities.

“Areas like this (Moncure) 
are fast becoming extinct,” 
Brown said. “I used to see dirt 
roads everywhere and say ‘dang 
I hope this gets paved.’ Now, 
I look at those dirt roads and 
say ‘gosh I hope that dirt road 
stays.’”

Brown also acknowledges, 
however, that change is on the 
horizon for Moncure. With 
VinFast, FedEx and other in-
dustrial development opportu-
nities on the way, there’s a need 
to balance the opportunities of 
the future with the desires of 
existing residents. 

The industrial growth could 

also lead to a new grocery store 
or community center near-
by. Currently, Moncure resi-
dents have to travel nearly 30 
minutes to the closest grocery 
store in Pittsboro. Perhaps the 
growth is a way to get some of 
those things closer to home. 

But some residents don’t 
want change. As Brown said, 
“It’s hard to have your cake and 
eat it too.” 

“I could’ve lived in many 
places, but I decided many 
years ago that I’m just fine 
here,” Brown said. “Wherever 

By Taylor Heeden
Chatham News + Record

BONLEE — Candace Beal 
shared a love for arts and crafts 
with her daughter, Caroline. 
Now, Beal wants to share that 
passion with Bon-
lee’s children through 
week-long crafting 
sessions this summer, 
which will take place 
at Crafter’s HeART 
Studio. 

“This is the first 
time I’ve done art 
classes for children 
… I will do a different 
thing every day with 
them,” Beal told the 
News + Record.

Beal opened the 
studio a couple of 
years ago in honor of 
her deceased daugh-
ter, who died in Jack-
son, Mississippi, un-
der mysterious circumstances 
in 2017 when she was 24 years 
old.  

“She was the sweetest girl,” 
Beal said. “She just was so ener-
getic and loving. She just loved 
people.”

Beal decided turn her grief 
into action when she bought 
the properties at 14 and 16 Bon-
lee Bennett Road and created 
the craft studio and the Bonlee 
Trading Post. Both establish-
ments are Beal’s way to leave 
her mark on the community 
and honor her daughter.

“I always say that she [Car-
oline] is the heart in Crafter’s 
HeART,” Beal said. “This is all 
done in her memory.”

Various crafting classes 
have been held at the Crafter’s 
HeART Studio since its open-
ing in 2021. With summer ap-
proaching and the school year 

coming to a close, Beal wanted 
to provide an opportunity for 
Chatham County’s children to 
express themselves.

Thus, Summer Craft Time 
was born — four, week-long 
crafting classes will be held for 

Chatham County 
youth. Parents can 
sign their young 
ones up for a week 
of arts and crafts 
fun for $100, or 
if there’s only one 
craft a child is in-
terested in, they 
can do the single 
class day for $25. 

Beal said teach-
ing people how to 
craft has become 
a passion of hers, 
and it’s something 
she never realized 
could have such a 
large impact. 

“These are 
more heirloom kind of proj-
ects … to pass from genera-
tion to generation,” Beal said.  
“It’s not just the canvas that 
they worked on that one night 
… but it’s something they can 
really keep. It’s really personal.”

Some of the crafts that will 
be offered over the summer in-
clude:

• Barn quilts
• Ceramic trees, pumpkins, 

and a wide variety of lighted 
items

• Wreaths
• Bows
• Door hangers

The Summer Craft Time 
weeks are spread over two 
months, with two sessions tak-
ing place in June and the other 

The longtime neighbors 
in downtown Siler City  
will have new offices 
opening soon

By Ben Rappaport
Chatham News + Record

SILER CITY — A stroll 
around downtown Siler City 
may look a bit different today 
than it did several years ago. 
New businesses are taking over 
or changing hands seemingly 
every month and development 
in the area has become the talk 
of the town.

That change is also afoot for 
two organizations that became 
staples of downtown Siler City 
by providing valuable services 
to families in need across the 
county. Both Hispanic Liaison 
and Communities In Schools 
of Chatham County are mov-
ing from their respective offices 
downtown to new locations.

The lease on the building the 
two shared on North Chatham 
Avenue, across from The Cha-
tham Rabbit, was expiring and 
they jointly decided it was time 
to make a change.

For the Hispanic Liaison — 
which aims to foster intercul-

tural understanding and em-
power Latinxs to overcome the 
challenges they face and make 
their voices heard in the com-
munity — the new office will be 
a permanent home. The organi-
zation bought its new building 
on 404 N. Holly Ave., the for-
mer office of Ward and Foust. 
After a brief closure from June 
2 to 18 to move in, Hispanic Li-
aison will officially open its new 
office on Tuesday, June 20.

“This is a huge step to ensure 
our sustainability,” said Ilana 
Dubester, Hispanic Liaison 
executive director, in an email 
message to members. “We can 
now comfortably accommo-
date our community and team 
members.”

Communities In Schools, 
which works to surround stu-
dents with a network of sup-
port, empowering them to stay 
in school and achieve in life, has 
moved to Siler City Business 
Park at 108 Village Lake Road. 
The new office, next to the 
Western Chatham Senior Cen-
ter, is already officially open.

Hispanic Liaison

Dubester said negotiations 
and preparing for the move 
took up the bulk of her winter 

months this year. Since the de-
cision to move was made in Jan-
uary, the organization did not 
have time to facilitate a capital 
campaign for the new building.

“It’s a lot more space than we 
have now,” Dubester said of the 
new office. “Our office has been 
too small for a long time.”

Hispanic Liaison was housed 
on North Chatham Avenue for 
26 years, so the change feels 
monumental. But Dubester 
said it was a necessary time for 
a switch because the cramped 
office space was preventing 
the organization from expand-

Balancing act: community 
plan looks to weigh future 
needs with current concerns

On the move: Hispanic Liaison 
and Communities In Schools 
both moving to new locations

Crafter’s HeART Studio hosts 
summer craft time sessions

“People 
come in and 
say, ‘I have 
no crafting 
ability 
whatsoever,’ 
and they leave 
with the most 
beautiful 
projects.”

See MONCURE, page A7

See CRATE, page A6

See LIAISON, page A12

CREDIT: COURTESY OF CANDICE BEAL

Painting ceramic trees is one of the activities offered 
through Candice Beal’s Heart Studio summer craft courses 
for kids in Chatham.

85 20177 52016
$1.00

Splashing into summer
Pools across Chatham County opened on Memorial Day weekend. Residents from across Siler City gathered at Bray Park in Siler City to go for a dip. Earlier 
this month, Siler City reported a local lifeguard shortage which could have impacted Bray Park operations. Since the News + Record reported that story, 
however, Siler City Town Manager Hank Raper said the town has hired more than a dozen lifeguards to support local operations. More pictures of Memorial 
Day splashes on PAGEB6.

MATT RAMEY |  CHATHAM NEWS + RECORD
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“Join the  
conversation”

Notice Of Hearings,  
Town Of Siler City 

 The following item will be 
considered by the Siler City Town 
Council as a public hearing. The 
hearing will be conducted during 
the Town Council’s regular meeting 
on June 5, 2023 beginning at 6:30 
p.m. in the Siler City Court Room 
of the Siler City Town Hall at 311 N. 
2nd Ave.

The Chatham County Historical 
Association Museum will be open 
from noon to 4 p.m. for Pittsboro’s 
First Sunday on June 4. Visit the 
Chatham Geology Exhibit to learn 
about the bedrock, landscape, 
soils, groundwater, mining and 
energy resources of Chatham 
County. The museum is located 
in the Historical Courthouse, 9 
Hillsboro St., Pittsboro, from 11 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesday through 
Friday. Admission is free. We follow 
state and local directives regarding 
masks and distancing. 919-542-
6222.

Chatham Community Library to 
Host, “Sounds of Freedom, From 
Slavery to Civil Rights”

In recognition of Juneteenth, the 
Library  will host, “The Sounds of 
Freedom, From Slavery to Civil 
Rights” with gospel singer and 
historian Mary D. Williams on 
Saturday, June 10, from 2 to 3 p.m. 
This program is free and open to the 
public, at Holmes Family Meeting 
Room, Chatham Community 
Library, 197 NC-87, Pittsboro.

The Siler City Lion’s Club 
meetings for June at Dry Dock 
Seafood Restaurant, will be June 13 
and 27 at 6 p.m. Join the Club, and 
see that you can make a difference 
in the world and your local 
community. We meet the second 
and fourth Tuesday of each month. 
Together we serve! 

The Goldston Public Library 
announces the Goldston Book Club, 
every 2nd Monday of each month, 
from 2 to 3 p.m. Individuals who are 
interested in joining a book club can 
stop by the Goldston Public Library.

The Chatham County Council on 
Aging will host a “Grandparents 
Raising Grandchildren” support 
group the first Tuesday of each 
month at 1 p.m. at the Western 
Chatham Senior Center, Siler 
City. This group is geared toward 
older adults who are primary 
caregivers and providers for 
their grandchildren. For more 
information, contact William 
Riggsbee at 919-742-3975 ext. 
223 or email william.riggsbee@
chathamcountync.gov. 

The Chatham County Council 
on Aging hosts a Caregiver 
Support Group each Monday. The 
group meets the first and third 
Mondays of the month at 3 p.m. 
at the Eastern Chatham Senior 
Center, in Pittsboro, and the second 
Monday at 3 p.m. at the Western 
Chatham Senior Center, in Siler 
City. The fourth Monday of each 
month is a virtual meeting via 
the Zoom platform starting at 6 
p.m. This group is geared toward 
family members who are currently 
providing short - or long-term 
care to loved ones. For more 
information or to obtain virtual 
meeting login information, contact 
William Riggsbee, family caregiver 
specialist, at 919-742-3975 ext. 
223 or email william.riggsbee@
chathamcountync.gov. 

COMMUNITY MEALS: 

St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal 
Church in Pittsboro distributes two 
meals each week for the benefit 
of the community. From noon to 1 
p.m. each Thursday, the Pittsboro 
Community Lunch (in its 15th 
year!) provides healthy, ready-to-
eat meals to all who come. Just 
arrive hungry! Then from 4:30 to 6 
p.m. each Tuesday, the Chatham 
Chuckwagon provides cooked/
frozen entrees that are ideal for 
quick dinners. These meals are 
provided at no cost (although 
donations are welcomed!). Our 
volunteers invite you to join our 
efforts to preserve a caring and 
sharing community spirit. The 
church is located at 204 W. 
Salisbury St., Pittsboro. For more 
information, call 919-542-5679.

Second Bloom’s hours are 
from 10 a.m. until 4 p.m. Tuesday 
until Saturday. Credit cards are 
accepted. We are located in 
the Food Lion shopping center, 
Pittsboro. All proceeds provide 
support for survivors of domestic 
violence and sexual assault and 
promote community education in 
collaboration with Chatham County.

Guide
COMMUNITY

Chatham News & Record 
www.chathamnewsrecord.com

North State Media LLC 
303 West Raleigh Street, Siler 
City, North Carolina 27344 
Copyright 2023 North State 
Media LLC

Neal Robbins, Publisher  
publisher@northstatejournal.com   
336-552-6800

NEWSROOM

Matt Mercer, Editor in Chief 
matt@northstatejournal.com

Griffin Daughtry,  
Local News Editor 
griffin@northstatejournal.com

Lauren Rose, Design Editor 
lauren@northstatejournal.com

Taylor Heeden,  
Reporter/Web Editor 
theeden@chathamnr.com

Cory Lavalette,   
Statewide Sports Editor 
cory@northstatejournal.com

Jeremy Vernon,   
Chatham Sports Editor  
jeremy@chathamnr.com

Valeria Cloës, news intern 
valeriacloes@chathamnr.com

ADVERTISING

Jason Justice 
jjustice@chathamnr.com

Advertising Inquiries 
advertising@chathamnr.com

OFFICE

Karen Pyrtle 
karen@chathamnr.com 

Doris Beck 
doris@chathamnr.com 

Florence Turner 
billing@chathamnr.com

The Chatham News + Record 
(USPS #101-160) is published 
weekly, 52 weeks a year, by North 
State Media LLC, 303 West 
Raleigh Street, Siler City, N.C. 
27344.

N.C. POSTMASTER:  Send 
address changes to The Chatham 
News + Record, PO Box 290, Siler 
City, N.C. 27344

CONTACT US

For a vacation hold or to report a 
delivery problem: 
919-663-3232

To place a classified or display ad:  
919-663-3232; Fax: 919-663-
4042

To submit a news tip or correction: 
919-663-3232;  
email: news@ chathamnr.com

SUBSCRIPTION RATES

Subscription rates begin at 
$6.58/month (1 year print 
+ digital, paid annually) or 
$4.92/month (digital only, paid 
annually). Pick your plan at www. 
chathamnewsrecord.com/
subscribe.

Auto-renew; cancel anytime

Get in touch!

@ChathamNR

www

chathamnewsrecord.com

@ChathamNR

CHURCH NEWS

Mt. Vernon Springs  
Presbyterian Church 

The annual Homecoming 
service and luncheon will 
be held Sunday, June 4 at 11 
a.m. at Mt. Vernon Springs 
Presbyterian Church, located 
at 1225 Mt. Vernon Springs 
Road, Siler City. 

You are invited.

Hickory Mt. Chapel

Join us June 4, 2023 for our 
annual homecoming services. 
Worship begins at 11 a.m. with 
a covered dish lunch following.  
Come enjoy worshiping 
our Lord and the friendly 
fellowship with everyone 
here at 201 Hadley Mill Road, 
Pittsboro.

Cameron Grove  
Ame Zion Church

The Women’s Conference  
will be held Friday, June 2, at 7: 
p.m. and Saturday, June 3, at 6: 
p.m. The Friday speaker will be 
Reverend Stacy Bell McAllister 
of Chestnut AME Zion Church, 
and Saturday’s speaker will 
be Pastor Pansy Green of Try 
Jesus Ministries, Sanford.  
Cameron Grove Church is 
located at 309 Vernon St, 
Broadway.  
Vendors will be on site.

By Ben Rappaport
Chatham News + Record

SILER CITY — Call it se-
mantics, or call it nuance. Ei-
ther way, it may be costing 
Wolfspeed billions in federal 
incentive funding.

The current wording of the 
U.S. CHIPS and Science Act 
may mean Wolfspeed’s pro-
posed Siler City factory, with 
an estimated $5 billion in eco-
nomic investment and 1,800 
new jobs, would lose out on the 
major incentive package. 

The CHIPS Act was signed 
into law by the President Joe 
Biden Administration last 
August, and it aims to pro-
vide funding to boost Ameri-
can-made silicon carbide chips. 
Specifically, the funding is di-
rected to advanced manufac-
turing facilities centered on 
semiconductor production. 

Executives at top chip man-
ufacturers and other industry 
experts have long predicted 

the demand for silicon carbide 
chips would exceed the current 
supply. According to The Wall 
Street Journal, China accounts 
for a third of global chip sales. 
This act was meant to remedy 
the supply issue and incentivize 
chip production in the U.S. 

A lawyer from Wolfspeed, 
Bradley Kohn, told the IRS 
in a letter this month that un-
der the definition of advanced 
manufacturing provided by the 
CHIPS Act, Wolfspeed’s new 
factory would not qualify. 

The definition “excludes es-
sential semiconductor-grade 
material production facilities,” 
Kohn’s letter said. The Chatham 
County facility is slated to be a 
material production facility for 
the company’s silicon carbide 
chips. 

The exclusion of the Siler 
City plant under the current 
language of the act is especially 
surprising given the recent visit 
to the area by President Biden 
in March. During his stop in 

Durham, he specifically touted 
Wolfspeed as a key benefactor 
of the CHIPS Act and praised its 
$5 billion economic investment, 
the largest in North Carolina 
history.

The company isn’t alone 
in criticizing how CHIPS Act 
funding distribution. Chip-
makers, including Wolfspeed, 
say putting limits on the grant 
program could make it more 
difficult for U.S. companies to 
compete and access funds, ac-
cording to Triangle Business 
Journal.

Wolfspeed says its incom-
ing facility, located at the Cha-
tham Advanced Manufacturing 
(CAM) site, would be a 10-fold 
increase in the company’s out-
put. The facility received more 
$160 million in statewide in-
centives and an additional $615 
million in local incentives from 
Chatham County and Siler City 
to seal the deal on its new N.C. 
facility, which was announced 
last September. 

Wolfspeed: New Siler City factory 
may not qualify for federal incentives
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Rotary Club of Pittsboro recently honored Northwood Senior, Catherine Hall, 
with a Service Above Self Award & Scholarship. During the pandemic, she 
organized the largest student supported position to take lunch outdoors at 

Northwood. Catherine will be attending UNC this fall with the intent to double 
major & pursue her goal of becoming an entertainment lawyer. She is a talented 

instrumentalist, singer, and actress.

We wish you all the best, Catherine!

Congratulations, Catherine!

Thales Academy

HOLLY SPRINGS — Thales 
Academy, a college preparatory 
network of K-12 independent 
schools based in North Carolina, 
is expanding its campus in Hol-
ly Springs to build a new junior 
high/high school building and a 
standalone gymnatorium build-
ing as it prepares to become a 
full K-12 campus. 

The new buildings are slat-
ed to open for the 2024-2025 
school year. Serving grades 
Pre-K through 7th grade this 
school year, the campus is add-
ing 8th grade for the 2023-2024 
school year. 

It will continue to add grades 
through 12 grade in the future, 
contingent on adequate interest 
and enrollment for staffing.

“Holly Springs and Southern 
Wake County at large are expe-
riencing tremendous growth, 
and we have had strong demand 
for our Thales Academy Holly 
Springs campus,” said Bob Lud-
dy, founder and chairman of 
Thales Academy. “I am so hap-
py to announce the expansion 
of this campus to allow for us 
to accommodate more students 
and more grades and offer addi-
tional buildings and amenities to 

enhance their learning environ-
ment.”

Mirroring the new construc-
tion taking place at the recent-
ly announced Thales Academy 
at Flowers Plantation campus 
expansion in Clayton, North 
Carolina, Thales Academy Hol-
ly Springs will add two new 
buildings to its campus: A sec-
ond two-story school academic 
building similar in style to the 
existing building but with en-
hanced columns and features, as 
well as a standalone gymnatori-
um. 

Both buildings will reflect a 
modern, yet classical, aesthetic 
modeled after beauty and order, 
and will offer large floor-to-ceil-
ing glass windows that provide 
an abundance of natural light. 

The expansion will add new 
campus facilities and ameni-
ties as well: a chemistry lab, a 
STEM/robotics/vocational arts 
lab, a weight room, and indoor 
volleyball and basketball courts. 
All facilities will boast a beauti-
ful, secure design outfitted with 
the latest safety and security fea-
tures, including controlled-ac-
cess doors, security cameras, 
and background check systems 
for all visitors, as well as ad-
vanced HVAC units that provide 

up to 100% outdoor air for supe-
rior indoor air quality.

“I have worked at Thales 
Academy Holly Springs since its 
founding when much of our inau-
gural year of classes was held at 
another campus while we waited 
for our own campus building to 
be completed,” remarks Molly 
Thomas, Administrator, Thales 
Academy Holly Springs. “So to 
see our Thales Academy Holly 
Springs campus experiencing 
such wonderful growth and ex-

pansion just a handful of years 
later is so exciting.”

The Junior High and High 
School programs at Thales 
Academy follow a classical cur-
riculum — A systematic, rigor-
ous program that develops a stu-
dent’s ability to think critically 
and deeply. Students in grades 6 
through 12 benefit from the reg-
ular incorporation of the Socra-
tic method of dialogue and dis-
cussion in the classroom, which 
encourages engagement beyond 

a traditional teacher-delivered 
lecture. 

The classical curriculum in-
cludes an emphasis on human-
ities, science and math, foreign 
language (including Latin), 
grammar/logic/rhetoric, and a 
strong focus on character and 
virtue along with a personalized, 
high-caliber college advising 
program. 

This curriculum creates 
a firm foundation for Thales 
Academy graduates who move 
on to attend top colleges and 
universities, often receiving gen-
erous scholarships, and serve in 
various professions. 

This year, Thales Academy is 
particularly proud to celebrate 
a 2023 Truman Scholar honor 
amongst its recent graduates.

Tuition at Thales Academy 
Holly Springs for 2023-2024 is 
currently $5,300-$6,300 per 
year (varying by grade level). 
Scholarships, a Full Pay Dis-
count, and payment plans are 
available. Limited spaces are still 
open in 4th, 5th, and 7th grades 
for the coming school year, and 
applications are processed on a 
first-come, first-served basis. 

Interested families can learn 
more and apply online at: www.
ThalesAcademy.org.

 Thales Academy Holly Springs Campus expanding with new 
junior/high school building as it prepares for full K-12 campus

COURTESY OF THALES ACADEMY

Thales Academy, a college preparatory network of K-12 
independent schools based in North Carolina, is expanding 
its campus in Holly Springs to build a new junior high/high 
school building and a standalone gymnatorium building as 
it prepares to become a full K-12 campus.
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OPINION
Neal Robbins, publisher   |   Frank Hill, senior opinion editor

THE FIRST FRIDAY in June is Nation Donut Day — let us 
celebrate! The day is holier than you might suspect. 

I know there are plenty of jokes about donuts and overweight 
cops. Homer Simpson has contributed to the stereotype of a donut-
eating slob. 

But donuts were distributed by volunteers of the Salvation Army 
to soldiers on the frontlines of World War I. These “donut lassies” 
would fry the dough in a soldier’s upside-down helmet! National 
Donut Day was established in 1938 to remember these volunteers as 
well as the troops. Donuts were about boosting morale, sharing food 
in difficult, even life-threatening situations. 

The earliest Christian traditions claim that Jesus had broken 
bread with his disciples on the night he was betrayed and handed 
over to be crucified. To be sure, he didn’t pass out donuts. The bread 
was unleavened, that is, without yeast, for Jesus was celebrating the 
Jewish Passover — a ritual meal in remembrance of the Israelites 
exodus from slavery in Egypt. The slaves had to flee so quickly that 
they didn’t even have time for the bread to rise. 

Donuts are designed for ease of eating. You can grab one on the 
go, whether rushing out the door to work or back to your desk from 
the office break room. You can eat them with one hand, conversing 
for a minute or two with a colleague or with a member of your faith 
community. 

My earliest memories of donuts are connected to religious 
traditions, specifically Easter. My family would rise before dawn for 
worship at the Easter sunrise service. We gathered in a cemetery 
to mark Jesus’s resurrection from the dead. On the way home, we 
would stop for a treat at the local Krispy Kreme. On other Sundays, 

there was a box of powered-sugar donut holes in the fellowship hall 
after service. But that Easter morning, melt-in-your-mouth glazed 
donut was extra special. 

Now, I’m a pastor and I make my own kids go to church. Being 
confined to a sanctuary for an hour once a week is not exactly the 
same as slavery in Egypt, but when liberated from church, my kids 
race from the fellowship hall with donuts in their hands, free to play 
on the playground with their friends, sugar coursing through their 
veins. I watch and smile. 

There was a time in college when I had lost my way. I began 
drinking too much, then taking drugs to stay up later and drink 
even more. It was a vicious cycle. I sought help at a dirty brick 
building behind a church on Tuesday evenings. A half-dozen, grisly-
faced older men with bags under their eyes would smoke cigarettes 
outside the door. A Black man with a wide smile ushered me inside 
that first visit. In the corner of the small room, a card table had been 
hastily setup with a coffee pot and a box of donuts. Apologizing for 
not having any sugar or cream, Kevin said that I could sweeten my 
coffee this way — he broke a donut in half and swirled it around 
his Styrofoam cup. He handed me the other half and, as I took the 
donut and dipped it into my cup, it became holy communion. 

Not all resurrections are sudden and glorious. Sometimes, all you 
need is a donut. 

Andrew Taylor-Troutman is the pastor of Chapel in the Pines 
Presbyterian Church. His newly-published book is a collection of 
his columns for the Chatham News + Record titled “Hope Matters: 
Churchless Sermons.”

THE CONSPIRACY BETWEEN a corrupt set of bureaucracies 
(including the Justice Department, the IRS, and the intelligence 
community) and an equally corrupt and enabling elite media is 
astonishing. The Durham Report is just one more confirmation of 
the devastating level of dishonesty and manipulation which have 
characterized the last few years.

Some analysts believe the open corruption can be traced back to 
Lois Lerner and the IRS scandal, in which she clearly stonewalled 
conservative organizations from getting tax status. When she 
was found to be in contempt of Congress, the Obama Justice 
Department spent two years ignoring the congressional contempt 
charge and then decided not to prosecute her.

As Congressman Jim Jordan said at the time, US Attorney 
Ronald Machen was “us[ing] his power as a political weapon 
to undermine the rule of law.” Jordan went on “Mr. Machen 
… unilaterally decided to ignore the will of the House of 
Representatives. He and the Justice Department have given Lois 
Lerner cover for her failure to account for her actions at the IRS.”

The signal had been sent that protecting the left would itself be 
protected.

This lesson was reinforced in the cover up about the terrorist 
attack at Benghazi. The Obama administration was worried that 
the killing of an American ambassador — despite his consistent 
appeals to the State Department for more security — would 
hurt the president’s reelection campaign. So, the administration 
adopted a strategy of simply lying to the American people. 

This began the week of the attack when the administration did 
everything it could to avoid responsibility for a terrorist killing 
of Ambassador Christopher Stevens. In fact, the Obama White 
House immediately sent former United Nations Ambassador 
Susan Rice on five network shows to blame an American-made 
anti-Muslim video for causing the supposed unrest. It was exactly 
what Ambassador Jeanne Kirkpatrick had warned against in her 
famous “Blame America First” description of liberals. We now 
know that the entire story was a falsehood, and no one in Benghazi 
was motivated by a film they had never seen.

When then-Secretary of State Hillary Clinton testified before 
Congress, she dismissed the whole question of responsibility for 
the failure to protect Stevens. She even failed to be honest about 
his murder famously saying: “With all due respect, the fact is we 
had four dead Americans. Was it because of a protest or was it 
because of guys out for a walk one night who decided that they’d 
they go kill some Americans? What difference at this point does it 
make?”

The leftists in the national bureaucracies learned a big lesson 
from Lerner and Clinton. Whatever you need to do to defeat the 
right or protect the left is OK. You can get away with it. There is 
no responsibility for your actions if you are protecting the corrupt 

system.
That lesson was publicly driven home in late June 2016, when 

former President Bill Clinton walked uninvited onto the airplane 
of Attorney General Loretta Lynch at the Phoenix airport. The 
FBI was investigating the former president’s wife (and Democratic 
presidential candidate) for a variety of charges including deleting 
more than 33,000 government emails and having staff destroy 
computer hard drives with a hammer.

It is hard to imagine anything more inappropriate than a 
former president visiting an attorney general while his wife (and 
presidential candidate) was being actively investigated by the FBI. 

As then-candidate Donald Trump described in a tweet “Take a 
look at what happened w/ Bill Clinton. The system is totally rigged. 
Does anybody really believe that meeting was just a coincidence?”

We now know from the Durham Report — and the reports from 
Chairman James Comer and the House Oversight Committee — 
that candidate and then-President Trump has been consistently 
smeared and defamed by corrupt elements of the Washington 
bureaucracy on a scale which makes Watergate look trivial.

At the same time, the corrupt system was working overtime to 
protect Joe Biden and his family. The stunning dual nature of the 
corruption makes the present moment so dangerous for the future 
of the rule of law — and the entire constitutional process which has 
protected American freedom for more than 200 years.

As deeply and persuasively corrupt as the bureaucracy has 
become, the other great decay since Watergate has been the 
corruption of the elite media.

The New York Post, Fox News, and a few others have attempted 
some sense of honest coverage. Smaller conservative publications, 
podcasts, and social media have called out the big media systems 
for being active allies of the corrupt bureaucracy. Still, when 
needed, the elite corporate media have eagerly smeared President 
Trump and enthusiastically lied to protect the Bidens.

There are no Bob Woodwards or Carl Bernsteins courageously 
working to uncover the truth and get it published. (Indeed, 
Woodward has reinvented himself into a chief Trump smear-
monger.) 

There are no courageous editors like Ben Bradley backing up the 
reporters.

There are no fearless publishers like Katharine Graham willing 
to risk lawsuits and withstand the anger of the government.

Today, there is only a corrupt media protecting a corrupt 
establishment. The challenge to the American people to get at the 
truth is far more difficult than it was when Richard Nixon was 
under attack.

The establishment rot threatens our survival as a free people, 
and it is increasingly difficult to uproot. Where are the Woodwards 
and Bernsteins when we need them most?

COLUMN  |  REV. ANDREW TAYLOR-TROUTMAN

COLUMN  |  NEWT GINGRICH

A donut Eucharist 

Where are Woodward and Bernstein  
when we need them

My earliest 
memories of 
donuts are 
connected 
to religious 
traditions, 
specifically 
Easter. 

The signal had 
been sent that 
protecting the 
left would itself 
be protected.

VISUAL VOICES
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OPINION
TO OUR NC LEGISLATORS: 

Please improve our public schools 
instead of giving away our taxpayers’ 
hard-earned dollars for private 
school vouchers. We need a well-
funded public school system where 
every child in North Carolina is 
given the opportunity to learn with 
well-paid teachers. Founding Father 
Thomas Jefferson believed a well-
educated public was needed to sustain 
democracy. Only a well-educated 
citizenry could make self-government 
succeed. He proposed a system of 
broad, free, public education for men 
and women alike. Don’t you think 
our democracy is important enough 
to provide that right by protecting 
our public school system? Weakening 
our public schools and promoting 
unaccountable private schools is a 
dangerous idea. 

I received a wonderful public 
school education and taught 34 years 
in community colleges. So I want 
future generations to get a great 
public school education like I did. I 
am truly disturbed by the attempt 
to destroy public education that is in 
the new budget — Each child who 
goes to private school is money lost 
to our public school system. Plus, 
the millions of dollars to private 
schools could be used for improving 
the grammar schools across the state 
so every child leaving 3rd grade is 
successful at reading at 3rd-grade 
level and will have a more positive 
experience with school to become a 
productive and well-adjusted adult. 

Every child in North Carolina 
deserves to learn to read, and have 
a good vocabulary to think and 
articulate ideas. Our society needs 
well-adjusted, educated young people 
who can live up to their potential 
through the system Thomas Jefferson 
proposed for America. 

Please don’t waste our tax dollars 
on vouchers for people with money to 
pay for private schools. 

Now this awful bill is part of the 
proposed budget. When the governor 
vetoes it, please don’t override his 
veto. 

Joy Hewett
Pittsboro

A SIGNIFICANT EVENT came my way this week.
No, it wasn’t the lottery or last house payment or even a note from old 

girlfriend Katherine (Kitty) Litter saying she finally realized she missed 
the boat all those years ago.

Instead, it was the annual celebration of some of my mama’s finest 
work, notably the day she brought me into the world. 

I won’t mention the year this event came about or how many years it’s 
been but simply say it was before Ike came into the White House. But I’ll 
go on record, however, as saying I can’t believe how quickly it got here.

It’s been a while coming and there has been a fair amount of water 
over the dam and under the bridge. But I’m also glad the water continues 
flowing and I hope it will for some time. Looking back over those years, it 
doesn’t seem so long ago. People, places and events come to mind, and I 
wonder where they all are now.

Our little family came to Pittsboro when I was a wee, handsome — 
well, at least wee — little lad of five. My dad had changed careers and 
Chatham County was home to him and Mama anyway. Had that not 
happened, I would have grown up in Apex and never gotten acquainted 
with Bonlee or Harpers Crossroads or Rufus’ Restaurant and hundreds of 
wonderful folks.

My school days would have been spent in Wake County instead of the 
halls of Pittsboro High School, where I managed to get thrown out of 
school assembly my senior year when I was student body president and 
fouled out of a junior varsity basketball game during the warmups when I 
was in the 9th grade.

I think back on those growing-up days, remembering who dated who, 
who had what car, the words to every rock and roll song WKIX played, 
and many other important pieces of information. However, I could not 
then — and still cannot now — tell you the words to the French national 
anthem, how many bones a frog has in its body or how to find the square 
root of 147, all of which various teachers deemed essential at the time.

Instead, I think of the 20 or so classmates who are now precious 
memories. Ditto for the class ahead of and behind me.

The same thing happened with my college career, the one where I 
managed to cram a four-year course of study into seven years. I knew I 
was going to Chapel Hill to get an education; I just didn’t think it would 
all be on campus. And it wasn’t.

These days I remember the guys in my dorm — Chester “Chuck” 
Conner, who combined brains, books and looks into one great all-

around guy; Sam “Froggy” Greathouse, who got us into trouble with the 
dean because we hung out the second-story windows making pig-grunt 
noises at the female students as they walked by and is now one of those 
aforementioned memories; Ronald and Donald Green, the twins from 
Carthage who I never could tell apart and still couldn’t a few years ago 
when I bumped into them at a funeral service I conducted for a family 
member of a mutual friend, and numerous others whose faces come to 
mind but don’t bring names with them.

There are other highlights, many, in fact: A career in community 
journalism which led me to meet my better — much better — half when 
we worked beside each other in adjoining buildings in Pittsboro one 
summer; the wonderful days of courtship when I stopped running so she 
could catch me; the years since then with our two 40-somethings who 
at one time were teenagers who lived at my house and who now have 
produced their own set of humans, some of whom are teenagers and 
others who will soon be and who live at their houses, but for right now are 
without doubt the most wonderful grandchildren the world has ever seen.

And there are others — a job once that let me work with farmers and 
rural folks all over the two Carolinas, a seminary course of study that 
produced a change in careers and the subsequent places of service, and 
even an opportunity to combine journalism and ministry as a life’s work 
for several years.

At one time, I thought I’d retire. Now I know there’s not enough time to 
do that. 

And maybe that’s the best lesson that has come from these yearly 
celebrations. I know I’m not the only person who has such momentous 
occasions. 

My hope through the years of turning out these columns is that 
maybe once in a while (if you’re brave enough to read them) we all share 
the human condition known as life and that birthdays are another 
opportunity to get on with living it.

Hope yours is happy and prosperous … whenever it is and however 
many there are.

Bob Wachs is a native of Chatham County and retired long-time 
managing editor of the Chatham News/Chatham Record, having written 
a weekly column for more than 30 years. During most of his time with 
the newspapers, he was also a bi-vocational pastor and today serves Bear 
Creek Baptist Church for the second time as pastor.

“HEY, TED!” 
Walked back into my house from an errand 

and greeted a neighbor who was kindly being 
a handyman. Ted was on the deck and only 
vaguely heard me. Stepping back inside, he 
asked that I repeat myself. “Hey.” Easy-peasy. 
Done.

Not. Not done at all. I stopped in my tracks, 
asking myself if I’d really just said “Hey!” (It’s not 
as if I haven’t said it 10,000 times before.) You 
ever have those mini-secs when a door opens 
from your past and a hazy memory mists its way 
into your consciousness? “Hey,” such an ordinary 
word a minute ago was now in freeze frame, my 
past and present realities in such contrast. I felt 
a bit time-drunk since my past aversive feelings 
regarding “Hey” pulled me in a very different 
direction than my current feelings.

That’s the rabbit hole I went down. And all 
because I said “Hey.”

I’ve lived in North Carolina for 28 years, 
a “say hey” Southern state, with many other 
renowned colloquialisms as well. However, I 
wasn’t raised to use “Hey” as a greeting. Not at 
all. It was proper to say “Hello” or “Hi,” but “Hey” 
— nope. Somehow, my early exposure to “Hey” 
left me believing it was a country rube term. 
Using “Hey” was country and ignorant. I wince 
while writing this… I’m glad my memory is still 
functional at this age but am sometimes aghast 
at the things I do recall.

So let’s just clean out that closet of my 
“country rube” judgments. I was a big-city-
raised Houston girl. Southern, but kind of 
not. Somewhere along the cultural path of my 
growing-up years, I became a bit of a despotic 
grammarian — correcting people’s language 
in my head as they talked. Can’t really pin 

down the source of my country rube-itis, but 
it matters not at this late date. What matters 
were my ongoing stringent judgments regarding 
the intelligence of folks whose deep Southern 
drawls and colloquialisms I had difficulty 
understanding. Wincing again. (The trials of 
being human, replete with my own sometimes-
challenged views of humanity.)

In my early North Carolina years, 
colloquialism-wise, my judgments included:

Might could;
Mash that button;
Hey, honey (Jeez, I was a feminist!);
Pop top (No, no, it’s a can of soda!)
However, living with and experiencing real 

people in my adoptive state took over. Almost 
imperceptibly, like water dripping on a rock, my 
drawl and colloquialism judgments just seemed 
to wear away. And, my despotic grammarian 
took early retirement! (Bless her heart 😉).
Granted, she does pay a visit every now and 
then, but the visits seem to get shorter and 
shorter. Whew!

Am I still afflicted with an attitude of country 
rube-itis? Probably a tiny bit. Not an excuse, but 
a reality I want to strategically manage, just as 
I try to be mindful of other prejudiced thoughts 
that still, unexpectedly, pop up in my head. 
However, the gift of sharing this conundrum 
with you has allowed me to reclaim my comfort 
and wholeness with “Hey,” an informal word 
that better suits who I am now than “Hi” or 
“Hello.” So, wholeheartedly, I can say “Hey, y’all.”

Jan Hutton is a retired hospice/hospital social 
worker who believes in living life with heart and 
humor. She has happily lived in Chatham for 20 
years.

COLUMN   |   BOB  WACHS

COLUMN  |  JAN HUTTON LETTER TO THE EDITOR 
JOY HEWETT

Please don’t 
override his veto

Almost 
imperceptibly, 
like water 
dripping on 
a rock, my 
drawl and 
colloquialism 
judgments just 
seemed to wear 
away. 

I received a wonderful public 
school education and taught 34 
years in community colleges. So 
I want future generations to get a 
great public school education like  
I did.

At one time, 
I thought I’d 
retire. Now I 
know there’s not 
enough time to 
do that.

Lessons in, of life take years to learn

That country twang…

FILE PHOTO
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MAY 17TH         5PM-7PM

79 West Innovation Hub
120 Mosaic Blvd. Suite 120

 Pittsboro NC 27312 

ALL IN FOR KIDS
RECEPTION

Please join the Communities In Schools of Chatham County team
at this FREE event to learn more about our local impact and

opportunities to engage in our network of support!

**RSVPs include light fare and non-alcoholic beverages** 

RSVP HERE

128 Wilson Rd
SANFORD,  NC CEMCPower.com

9 1 9 - 7 7 4 - 4 9 0 0
8 0 0 - 4 4 6 - 7 7 5 2— —

Teachers, are you looking for new 
opportunities to fund projects for 
your classroom? Central Electric is 
awarding up to $15,000 in Bright 
Ideas education grants to local 
educators in K-12 classrooms for 
the 2023-2024 school year.

The final deadline for all grant 
applications is Sept. 15, but 
don’t wait to apply. Applications 
submitted prior to the early-bird 
deadline on Aug. 15 will be entered 
to win one of five $100 Visa® gift cards. Scan the QR 
code or visit NCBrightIdeas.com for more informaiton 
or to apply!

Teachers, get your applications in for a 
Bright Ideas education grant!

CRAFT from page A1

two in July. Children ages six to 
17 can participate, with six to 
10-year-olds working from 10 
a.m. to noon and ages 11 to 17 
working from 1 to 4 p.m.

Beal said she’s developed a 
following in Bonlee, but wants 
to extend an invitation to the 
rest of the county to come to her 
crafting studio. 

Art is often an escape for 
people, including Beal. In fact, 
Beal is working to become a 
certified art therapist, and she 
hopes to be able to use her pas-
sion for arts and crafts to bring 
positivity into the lives of her 

neighbors. 
“Their mind is just focused 

on the colors and the project 
and not so much the outside 
world,” Beal said. “It’s remark-
able to watch them pick the col-
ors, pick their brushes, sit down, 
prepare and then just go off into 
this world of creativity.”

The studio and the trading 
post also play a crucial role in 
Beal’s dreams and aspirations 
— she wants to rebuild Bonlee 
to be a place the old and young 
can be proud of. In a previous 
interview with the News + Re-
cord, Beal explained how down-
town Bonlee became unrecog-
nizable to her. 

Overgrown grass overtook 
yards and perimeters of side-
walks. Buildings were vandal-
ized and abandoned. 

When Beal first bought the 
block the buildings were on, 
the windows were shattered 
and the storefront was painted 
a blue-green color she felt did 
not suit her ideas for her busi-
nesses. Since then, Beal had the 
windows and doors replaced, 
as well as completely repainted 
and renovated the inside and 
outside of the buildings.

“I was digging through my 
pictures, and I can’t believe all 
of this used to look like that,” 
she said. “We can now go back 

to the buildings, and now, our 
children can have memories in 
those buildings.”

Every craft or art piece is done 
in honor of Beal’s daughter, Car-
oline. Caroline’s presence can be 
felt around the studio, with her 
pictures spread throughout the 
space and the logo includes a 
paintbrush drawn by Caroline. 

“I think she would just be 
right in there with me … just 
because that’s something that 
she loves so much,” Beal said. 
“She would just be so thrilled to 
be here every morning. I wish 
she was here with me doing it in 
person, but I feel like her spirit 
is there.”

For Beal, she wants to share 
her daughter’s memory and 
help others share their passion 
for arts and crafts through the 
Summer Craft Time sessions. 
She said she hopes people in the 
community not only leave with 
Caroline’s memories, but also 
leave knowing they are capa-
ble of completing projects from 
their wildest imaginations. 

“People come in and say, ‘I 
have no crafting ability what-
soever,’ and they leave with the 
most beautiful projects,” Beal 
said. “It lifts them up and they 
have this beautiful thing to take 
home with them. I love to see 
the happy when they go home.”

All of its U.S. vehicles  
had a glitch that caused 
crash concerns

By Ben Rappaport
Chatham News + Record

WHEN IT RAINS, it pours. 
And for VinFast’s launch on 
North American shores, it’s 
been a hurricane.

The Vietnamese electric car 
manufacturer was forced to 

recall all 999 of its cars deliv-
ered to the U.S. after software 
concerns were raised by the 
National Highway Traffic Safe-
ty Administration (NHTSA). 
According to an NHTSA recall 
report filed May 18, software 
issues on the display screen 
of the VF8, referred to as the 
multifunction head unit, cause 
communication errors in the 
car and the screen goes blank.

This is especially concerning 
because the VF8 has only one 

display screen in the vehicle, 
which controls several different 
functions in the car. 

Of VinFast’s 264 U.S. vehi-
cles in customers’ hands or in 
fleet service, the company is 
aware of 18 reported occurrenc-
es on 14 separate vehicles. Eight 
of these occurrences were while 
the vehicle was in park, five oc-
curred while the vehicle was not 
in park, the other five are un-
known, according to the report. 
NHTSA said the remaining 735 

vehicles are still in VinFast’s 
custody.

“VinFast is not aware of any 
field reports of incidents. The 
company is issuing this recall 
out of an abundance of caution,” 
a VinFast spokesperson said.

This is the second recall in-
volving the VF8 after the au-
tomaker recalled more than 
2,700 vehicles in Vietnam with 
a front brake issue, according to 
Inside EVs.

Prior to the recall, VinFast 
received a string of poor reviews 
on the VF8 from auto critics. 
They said the car was not up to 
par with other electric vehicles 

on the market, with some call-
ing it “unbearable.” Top sales 
executives also left the company 
and its stock prices were falling 
in recent months. 

The company still intends to 
open its more than 1,700-acre 
facility in Moncure by 2025. 
The facility is part of the sec-
ond-largest economic develop-
ment project in state history 
with an estimated $4 billion in 
investment and 7,500 new jobs 
over the next two decades. 

Officials have allotted more 
than $1.25 billion in state and 
local financial incentives for the 
project.

VinFast cars recalled after software issue

From Chatham County 
Sheriff’s Office

PITTSBORO — Chatham 
County Sheriff’s Office mem-
bers laced up their running 
shoes and hit the streets last 
Thursday and Friday morn-
ings. They joined fellow law en-
forcement officers from across 
North Carolina to participate 
in the Special Olympics Torch 
Run. This event is part of the 
Law Enforcement Torch Run 
(LETR), which is the largest 
year-round campaign for Spe-
cial Olympics, aiming to raise 
public awareness and funds.

On Thursday morning, May 
25, Sheriff’s Office person-
nel and other supporters ran 
alongside students from Jor-
dan-Matthews and Chatham 
Central high schools, carrying 
the torch approximately one 
mile from the N.C. Highway Pa-
trol Station in Siler City to the 
Siler City Police Dept. Along 
their N. Second Ave. route, 
runners were motivated by the 
music of Bon Jovi and Survi-
vor pulsating from speakers in 
the lead Sheriff’s Office vehicle. 
Runners waved at appreciative 
bystanders who cheered them 
on from the sidelines.

The torch’s journey contin-
ued Friday morning, May 26, 
with Sheriff’s Office person-
nel, accompanied by students 
from Northwood and Seaforth 
high schools, carrying the 
flame about a mile from North 
Chatham Fire Department’s 
Station 19 to the Seaforth 
Recreation Boat Ramp at Jor-
dan Lake. During the spirited 
event, all runners took turns 
carrying the ceremonial torch 
and leading the pack of run-

ners.
Prior to each relay, Sheriff 

Mike Roberson offered his en-
couragement and appreciation 
to everyone helping bolster 
the important work of Special 
Olympics.

“I’m excited that you’re here,” 
Sheriff Roberson said, address-
ing the runners. “Thank you 
for running with us. We’ve got 
the fire department here, the 
Highway Patrol, and our depu-
ties. This is a group effort and I 

want to thank all of you for be-
ing part of this.”

Roberson offered a special 
thanks to the students from 
each of the high schools who 
joined the effort. “I’m so proud 
of the students who are here, 
the leaders in our schools who 
are involved in this inclusion,” 
the Sheriff said. “What you are 
doing is magical stuff for your 
community and you’re making 
a big difference in other peo-
ple’s lives.”

The Chatham County torch 
relays were part of a broader 
statewide endeavor involving 
more than 2,000 law enforce-
ment officers covering more 
than 2,000 miles, culminat-
ing on June 2 with the Circle 
of Honor and lighting of the 
cauldron at the 2023 Special 
Olympics N.C. Summer Games 
Opening Ceremony in Raleigh. 
The united effort champions 
the cause and raises awareness 
of the important work done by 

Special Olympics for individ-
uals with intellectual disabili-
ties.

In North Carolina alone, 
nearly 2,000 law enforcement 
personnel annually contribute 
their support to the LETR for 
Special Olympics. Since its in-
ception in 1981, the LETR has 
raised approximately $900 
million globally, with more 
than $30 million benefiting 
Special Olympics North Caro-
lina.

2023 TORCH RUN

PHOTO BY ANNETTE ROBERSON

The Chatham County Sheriff’s Office participated in the annual Law Enforcement Torch Run in support of Special Olympics 
of North Carolina. The Torch started in Wilmington and will end in Raleigh on June 2nd with the lighting of the cauldron at 
the start of the Summer Games. ‘The excitement was palpable,’ said Sheriff Mike Roberson in a Facebook post. ‘Thank you to 
all the staff that planned, setup, and organized the event.’ 
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HAPPY NEW YEAR TO ALL

Bob Atkinson, Atkinson Properties 
919-362-6999 or www.learnaboutland.com

-To learn more contact “The Land Man”-

Atkinson Properties Group
Land Experts Since 1999

We Can Get You Top Dollar For Land

 One of the most overlooked investments is 
rural land you can buy cheap and enjoy while 
your family is growing up.
 I have been buying land for years and 
making it look like a park. The land I have 
bought is within a 35 minute drive of the Apex 
area.
	 As	 you	 can	 imagine,	 it	 has	 significantly	
appreciated.
  We have enjoyed the land as a great escape 
and have enjoyed it with our friends and 
clients.
	 Presently	we	are	improving	5	different	tracts	
of land in Chatham Counrty in the 15-50 acre 
range. These properties we have purchased 
and hope to have them available in 2023.

DO YOUR FAMILY A FAVOR AND BUY A CHATHAM 
PLAY FARM OR LET BOB ATKINSON BUILD 

ONE FOR YOU IN 2023.

Future Airport Mega Site
NOW IS THE TIME TO GET IN ON THIS

600-1000 Acres Available
Siler City is the place to invest!!!

87 Acres Silk Hope/Liberty

SOLD
This WAS a BEST BUY.

NOW IS 
THE TIME!

19 PRIME ACRES 
on US 64 Siler 
behind Radio 

Station
This property will have city 

services in the future as 
Wolfspeed comes on line.

that happy medium is, that’s to 
be determined.”

‘Elephant with butterfly ears’
In an attempt to find that 

midpoint, Moncure residents, 
including Brown, gathered at 
Moncure School last Wednes-
day for the third community 
meeting around the small area 
plan, Plan Moncure. 

The purpose of last week’s 
meeting was for consultants on 
the project to present plans for 
future development and con-
servation in Moncure. The pre-
sented scenarios were based on 
public input received through 
community stakeholder ses-
sions in community meetings 
and survey responses collected 
between January and April.

Matt Noonkester, one of the 
lead consultants for Plan Mon-
cure, explained four scenarios 
to the crowd of about 50 resi-
dents. None of the four scenar-
ios were absolute options, rather 
they were meant to determine 
what sorts of things residents 
wanted to see in the future.

“Our end result is probably 
going to be something like an 
elephant with butterfly ears,” 

Noonkester told the crowd. 
“These four options each repre-
sent extremes in some respect, 
so the final product will likely 
be some mix of each.”

Scenario A was designed with 
current zoning regulations, and 
no changes to existing regu-
lations. In previous meetings, 
Moncure residents expressed a 
desire to keep things the same 
and with minimal changes. 
Current codes, however, show 
the area is not building as dense-
ly as the zoning allows. This sce-
nario shows how dense things 
in Moncure could become if the 
rules go unchanged.

“A lot of folks have told us 
they want to keep Moncure ru-
ral,” Tyson Smith, a lead con-
sultant on the project, told res-
idents. “But what could build 
out under current zoning plans 
is much more dense and intense 
than people realize.”

Scenario B showed what 
would happen if Moncure ad-
hered strictly to the 2017 Uni-
fied Development Ordinance, 
Plan Chatham. The county is 
currently in the process of up-
dating its UDO, which is ex-
pected to be completed later 
this year. Notably, the same con-

sultant group  — White & Smith 
LLC — is assisting the county 
on Plan Moncure and the UDO 
update. 

This scenario, however, ad-
heres to the old document. B 
results in limited growth for 
Moncure, but does include the 
development of several “village 
centers,” or areas with grocery 
stores, shopping, local busi-
nesses, etc. In this plan, much 
of the development is industrial 
rather than residential because 
the 2017 UDO was designed 
with the mega sites of Chatham 
County in mind.

“What you’ll see in this plan is 
things that want to be around a 
VinFast or other major business 
sites,” Noonkester said. “There’s 
also a lot more green on this 
map because the areas between 
concentrated development 
would be agricultural or rural.”

Under B, development would 
be concentrated in smaller ar-
eas than in other scenarios. 

Scenario C aims to slow down 
growth as much as possible. In A 
and B, the plans work under the 
assumption of one-acre plots of 
land for housing units. Scenar-
io C increases that to five-acre 
plots per unit. This means that 

while there is heavy growth 
expected for Moncure, most of 
those people would commute 
inward from neighboring coun-
ties — like Durham, Harnett, 
Lee, Orange, Randolph or Wake 
— to work in Moncure. This 
means less property tax revenue 
for the county, and that housing 
is much less dense than in other 
scenarios. This plan would also 
lead to the lowest infrastructure 
needs because there is minimal 
growth.

Scenario D aims to accom-
modate all expected growth 
in the area. This plan aims to 
meet the demand by increas-
ing the supply of housing. This 
would lead to more multi family 
homes, denser development and 
increased population. While D 
has the largest footprint and 
highest impact of any of the 
plans, it represents a more ur-
banized and connected vision 
for Moncure with enough hous-
ing and nearby amenities for 
people to live, shop and work in 
the area. 

“We understand there are as-
pects about each of these plans 
that may make people uncom-
fortable,” Noonkester said. “But 
that’s why we’re here tonight — 

to test ideas and push boundar-
ies.”

Next steps 
After each plan was present-

ed, residents talked with con-
sultants and county staff about 
their likes and dislikes for each 
plan. These responses were doc-
umented on paper at the meet-
ing, and collected via survey. 
The consultants will aggregate 
these responses and make a 
preliminary presentation of a 
“preferred hybrid scenario” for 
Plan Moncure to the Chatham 
County Board of Commission-
ers on Monday, June 5, at the 
Chatham County Agriculture & 
Conference Center in Pittsboro.

The recommendations by 
consultants, if approved by 
commissioners, will then be ad-
opted into the UDO. The UDO 
document shapes land use poli-
cy throughout the county as de-
velopments occur. 

“We just want to honestly tell 
the story in both directions,” 
Noonkester told the News + Re-
cord. “In some ways, we want to 
look out the windshield for what 
to do, in other ways we have to 
look out the rearview mirror 
and ask what did we previously 
decide.” 

MONCURE from page A1

From Chatham County 
Sheriff’s Office

SILER CITY — On May 14, 
the Chatham County Sheriff’s 
Office was alerted to a threat-
ening message circulating on 
social media, targeting Cha-
tham Middle School in Siler 
City with a potential act of vi-
olence.

An immediate investiga-
tion was launched by author-

ities to address the potential 
threat, which the social media 
post said would be carried out 
against students and teachers 
on May 15.

With the assistance of Stu-
dent Resource Officers, school 
administration, teachers and 
federal agencies, investigators 
successfully traced the origin of 
the threat. Investigators believe 
after interviewing the juveniles 
charged that the threat was a 

prank the juveniles never actu-
ally intended to carry out.

One juvenile was charged 
with threat of mass violence 
on educational property, while 
four other underage individuals 
were charged with conspiring 
to carry out an act of mass vi-
olence on educational property.

Three of the juveniles 
charged are students at Cha-
tham Middle School.

“I cannot stress enough the 

seriousness of making threats 
of a school shooting,” Sheriff 
Mike Roberson said. “Public 
safety is our utmost priori-
ty, and any act — even if it’s a 
prank — that undermines that 
security is a serious matter. 
Not only does it create fear and 
panic among students, parents 
and teachers, but it is a crimi-
nal offense that carries severe 
consequences. Maintaining a 
secure learning environment is 
a collective effort that requires 
collaboration with everyone 
involved. By working hand in 
hand with educators, parents 
and students, we can foster a 
safe environment where our 
children can thrive and grow. 

Our partnership is built on 
trust, communication, and a 
shared dedication to the wel-
fare of our students.”

“Chatham County Schools 
continues to work with the 
Sheriff’s Office and other agen-
cies to support them through-
out this process,” the school sys-
tem said in a statement. “The 
district and school administra-
tion agree school safety is one 
of our main concerns, and we 
promote any and all efforts to 
help keep our students and staff 
safe while on campus. It is also 
critically important that all 
CCS stakeholders continue to 
exercise good judgment regard-
ing the use of social media.”

Juvenile petitions sought on five for making 
threat of violence at Chatham Middle School 
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obituaries

Julia Johnson Baker  
June 9, 1986 ~ May 26, 2023

Julia Lutrell Johnson Baker 
ascended from Earth Friday, 
May 26, 2023. She was born 
June 9, 1986, at Rex Hospital 
in Raleigh to Pam and Steve 
Johnson, Julia lived life 
always seeing the glass half 
full. As a cradle member of 
St. Bartholomew’s Episcopal 
Church in Pittsboro, Julia was 
involved in a variety of local, 
state, and national church 
activities. She was a nursery 
attendee and helper, a volunteer, 
acolyte, Lay Eucharist Minister 
(LEM), vestry member, vacation 
Bible school leader, member of 
the Diocesan Youth Committee, 
and attended national youth 
events to represent the Episcopal 
Diocese of NC.

Julia attended Pittsboro 
Elementary School, Chatham 
Charter School, Chatham 
Central High School and 
received her Certified Nursing 
Assistant (CNA) certification 
from Central Carolina 
Community College. Julia took 
her love for those among us 
with mental and/or physical 
differences and crafted a 
profession as an aide with 
Triangle Disability and Autism 
Services (formerly Arc of the 
Triangle). Julia respected the 
dignity of every human being.

Julia is preceded in 
ascension by her maternal 
grandparents, Julia Brooks 
Hinson Smith of Rocky Mount 
and Dr. John LeRoy Parker, Jr. 
of Mechanicsville, Va.; paternal 
grandfather, Ira Johnson of 
Wilson and paternal step-
grandfather, Irvine Hayes of 
Nashville, N.C.

Julia is survived by her 
parents, Steve and Pam 
Johnson; son, Stephen Lee Baker 
and aunt, Julia Lee Parker, all of 
the home; grandmother, Weedie 
Lutrell Hyde Hayes of Nashville, 
N.C.; uncle, Jeff Parker (Missy) 
of Mt. Pleasant S.C., and cousins 
Barton and Laura Parker; aunt, 
Kathy Shepard (Wayne) of 
Justin, Tx., and cousins Teresa 
Shepard, Sarah Eubanks, and 
Chris Shepard; great aunt and 
great uncle Henry and Lucy 
Hinson of Rocky Mount, N.C.; 
great aunt Faye Farmer (Pete) 
of Rocky Mount N.C.; great 
aunt Helen Davis of Spring 
Hope, N.C.; step-grandmother, 
Betty Parker and many other 
aunts, uncles, and cousins, fairy 
godmothers and godfathers; and 
special friends, Scott Mayfield 
and Matthew Howard.

In lieu of flowers, the family 
requests a donation to your 
favorite charity. Suggested family 
charities are: Hill Learning 
Center/3200 Pickett Road/
Durham, N.C. 27705 (https://
www.hillcenter.org);  Appendix 
Cancer Pseudomyxoma Peritonei 
Research Foundation, 491 
Baltimore Pike #177, Springfield, 
Pa. 19064-3810 (https://acpmp.
org); Triangle Disability & 
Autism Services, An affiliated 
chapter of The Arc, 5003 
Southpark Drive, Suite 140, 
Durham, N.C. 27713 (https://
www.arctriangle.org); and 
Communities In Schools (CIS) of 
Chatham County, PO Box 903, 
Siler City, N.C. 27344 (https://
www.cischatham.org).

A celebratory memorial 
service will be held at St. 
Bartholomew’s Episcopal 
Church in Pittsboro, on Friday, 
June 9 at one o’clock in the 
afternoon. Casual attire is 
requested.

Shower the people you love 
with love.

Donaldson Funeral Home & 
Crematory are honored to serve 
the Baker / Johnson family.   

Please visit www.
Donaldsonfunerals.com to 
leave memorial tributes and 
messages.1

Kenneth Franklin 
Jeffries 

June 6,1936 ~ May 21, 2023

Kenneth Franklin Jeffries, 
86, of Moncure, passed 
peacefully, surrounded by his 
family on Sunday, May 21, 
2023.

Born in Holly Springs 
on June 6, 1936, he was 
the son of the late William 
Oliver and Ruth Elizabeth 
Williams Jeffries.  In addition 
to his parents, Kenneth was 
predeceased by his sisters Lois 
Womble, Peggy Carter, and 
brother Charles Jeffries.  

Kenneth was the loving 
husband of Charlene Swindell 
Jeffries. He was the father 
of Cheryl Littleton (Bryan), 
Kenny Jeffries, Jr., Jimmy 
Jeffries (Dana), and Kevin 
Jeffries (Kelli); step–father of 
Kevin Burrus (Cathy), Sabrina 
Parker, Charles Burrus 
(Karen) and John Burrus 
(Lisa).  He is survived by his 21 
grandchildren:  Heather, Nick, 
Steven, Amanda, Brianna, 
Jessica, Jason, Jannah, 
Jeremiah, Jordyn, Joshua, 
Jon, Kenneth “Cole”, Abigail, 
Addison, Brandon, Tyler, Jack, 
Allison, Brooke, and Korbin.  
He is also survived by 20 
great-grandchildren and many 
loving nieces and nephews.

Ken exuded Jesus in every 
aspect of his life. Every day 
was a testimony and Christian 
example. His devotion and love 
to his wife, children (in-laws 
and step) grandkids, friends 
and community was beyond 
measure. Slow to anger, first 
to forgive, always showing 
grace, deserved or not. His 
heart’s desire was to make 
others laugh and smile. He 
was a proud Korean war Army 
veteran, Alumni of N.C. State 
University, and retired Region 
2 Forester for the state of 
N.C. Ken was also a long-time 
board member of the Moncure 
Fire Department. He quickly 
made friends with strangers, 
no matter where he traveled. 

The life of the party, author 
of the corniest jokes, but also 
a lighthouse, steady, firm and 
calm in the storm. When you 
were in his presence, you were 
at peace. Because of his life, 
we have an amazing example, 
we have hope. 

Visitation was held 
Thursday, May 25th from 
6 to 8 p.m. at the Miller – 
Boles Funeral Home, 1150 
Fire Tower Road. Sanford.  A 
memorial service was held 
Friday, May 26, at 11:00 
a.m. at the Moncure United 
Methodist Church, 16 Post 
Office Road, Moncure. Burial 
took place at Buckhorn 
Methodist Church, 2438 NC-
42, Moncure.

In lieu of flowers, donations 
in his memory may be made 
to the St. Jude’s Children’s 
Hospital.

Online condolences 
may be made at www.
BolesFuneralHome.com.

Services are entrusted to 
Miller – Boles Funeral Home 
of Sanford.

Mary Kate Brooks 
Gunter  

July 16, 1923 ~ May 24, 2023

Mary Kate Brooks Gunter, 
of Siler City, entered into the 
presence of her Lord and Savior, 
Jesus Christ, on May 24, 2023, 
at the age of 99.  She was born 
in Chatham County, on July 16, 
1923.  Born the fourth of eight 
children to her parents Herbert 
and Laudis Brooks.  Mary 
graduated from Bonlee High 
School in 1941. In 1943, Mary 
wed Edmond “Buck” Gunter 
and became a housewife. The 
couple was blessed with their 
daughter, Brenda a few years 
later. Chicken farming paid 
their bills for several decades 
and Mary provided for her 
family and neighbors with her 
gardening and subsequent 
canning, freezing, cooking and 
baking.  She enjoyed reading 
and visiting friends, family and 
neighbors.  Her sense of humor 
was a delight.

Mary Kate was preceded 
in death by her parents, seven 
siblings and their spouses, 
as well as her husband of 67 
years.  She is survived by her 
daughter, Brenda Gunter Gay; 
son-in-law, Simeon Gay; two 
granddaughters, Sherry and 
Julie Gay; sister-in-law, Frances 
Gaines and several nephews and 
nieces.

Mary Kate was a born-again 
Christian who believed in Jesus 
Christ for salvation from sin and 
her only way to heaven.  She was 
a member of Fellowship Baptist 
Church and often attended 
services at Pittsboro Bible 
Assembly with her family. Her 
testimony of steadfast faith in 
the Lord was a blessing to many 
and will live on in the memories 
of those who love her.

A visitation was held on 
Saturday, May 27, 2023 at 
Fellowship Baptist Church, 
from 10 to 11 a.m. The funeral 
service followed at 11 a.m. with 
Rev. Jason Golden officiating. 
Burial followed in the church 
cemetery.

Smith & Buckner Funeral 
Home is serving the Gunter 
family.

Online condolences may be 
made at www.smithbucknerfh.
com.

Friends and Family of Alicia Stout

Her Celebration of Life will be June 3rd at 4pm at 
the Chatham County Wildlife Club located at 379 
Wildlife Road, Bear Creek, NC 27027.

Immediately following the service, a BBQ dinner 
will be served along with Live Music.
Please, if you can…

1. Wear Carolina Blue
2.Bring a Lawn Chair

3.Bring a Picture or Pictures of your favorite 
memory with Alicia & write that memory on the 

back of the picture as a keepsake for family.
4. Tea & Water will be served with Dinner but 

you’re welcome to BYOB.



A9Chatham News + Record for Thursday, June 1, 2023 Chatham News + Record for Thursday, June 1, 2023

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

866-495-1123

Prepare for 
power outages 
with a Generac 
home standby 
generator

FREE
7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

O� er valid February 15 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 
*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the 
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions. 

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. 
Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certifi cate of this type. Contact us for complete 
details about this insurance solicitation. This specifi c offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-
4433 or respond for similar offer. Certifi cate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 
(GA: P150GA; NY: P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN). Rider kinds B438/B439.
6154-0120

Call today for all the details.

844-903-1784

Get the dental care you deserve with dental insurance from Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company.  It can help cover the services you’re most 
likely to use –

Dental Insurance

Product not available in all states. Includes the Participating Providers and Preventive Benefi ts Rider. 
l

l

Here’s the information
you requested on Dental insurance

FIRST-CLASS MAIL

Fillings Crowns DenturesX-raysCleanings

Call now to get this FREE 
Information Kit!

dental50plus.com/chatham

Preventive care starts right away

Helps cover over 350 services

Go to any dentist you want – but
save more with one in our network

No deductible, no annual maximum

Chatham County Government

PITTSBORO — In recog-
nition of Juneteenth, Cha-
tham Community Library will 
host, “The Sounds of Freedom, 
From Slavery to Civil Rights” 
with gospel singer and histo-
rian Mary D. Williams from 2 
to 3 p.m on Saturday, June 10, 
in the Holmes Family Meeting 
Room at the Chatham Commu-
nity Library. This program is 
free and open to the public.

WHAT: “The Sounds of 
Freedom, From Slavery to Civ-
il Rights”

WHEN: Saturday, June 10, 
2023, 2 to 3 p.m 

WHERE: Holmes Family 
Meeting Room at the Chatham 
Community Library 197 NC-87 
Pittsboro, N.C. 27312

WHO: There is something 
about music that seems to bring 
people closer to each other, of-
ten connecting them as a com-

munity. This is true today, 
and it is true historically, even 
throughout

some of the most difficult pe-
riods of the past. With a look 
(and listen!) to a combination 
of

spiritual and protest songs, 
vocalist Williams will help peo-
ple understand the role mu-
sic played from enslavement 
through the Civil Rights Move-
ment, illustrating how music 
provides an effective entry point 
for uniting people as history is 
examined.

Funding for this program is 
made possible with the gener-
ous support of the Friends of 
the Chatham Community Li-
brary.

Residents may visit the li-
braries’ website www.chatham-
libraries.org, or contact the Li-
brary at 919-545-8084 for more 
information on this and other 
events and programs.

CLASS REUNION  |  CHATHAM CENTRAL HIGH SCHOOL 

Chatham Community Library to host,  
“Sounds of Freedom, From Slavery to Civil Rights”

CLASS OF 1973 — 50 Years 
The class of 1973 from Chatham Central High School held its 50th year reunion Saturday, May 20, 2023 at The Family 
Life Center at Tyson’s Creek Baptist Church.Those attending were: Kenneth Beal, Cathy Phillips Brewer, Farrell Brown, 
Jenny Jones Burns, Sarah Caviness, Michael Cotton, Keith Dixon, Rita Sharpe Ellis, Regina Jenkins Emerson, Charles 
Fields, Bryan Goldston, Cherry Bright Jordan, Patricia Burns Lowman, John Marsh, Lynn Dowdy Meyers, Sandy Fesmire 
Oldham, Gary Phillips, Audrey Poe, James Poe, Deborah Oldham Seawell, Rex Scott, Samuel Testerman, Deborah K. 
Tyson, Phil Wilson, Randy Baldwin, Debbie Jones Beavers, Cheryl Brewer, Sandy Scott Brown, Jane Brady Caviness, 
Sheryl Lambert Davis, Verna Ellis, Buddy Fields, Bobby Garner, Dianne Pilkington Hicks, Gerald Hussey, Johnnie Jones, Jr, 
Shelia Bynum Lewis, Marjorie Jones Maness, Sherree Baxter Menius, Marty Oldham, Ruth Ann Taylor Peterson, Gordon 
Phillips, Carolyn Beal Seawell, Janette Wright Scott, Dawn Stumpf, Sharon Phillips Trotter, and Gaylene Harper Wilson. 
Also attending were teachers, Mrs. Betty Caviness and Jerry Pike.

COURTESY PHOTO

COURTESY OF CHATHAM COUNTY COMMUNITY LIBRARY

Chatham Community Library will host, “The Sounds of Freedom, From Slavery to Civil 
Rights” with gospel singer and historian Mary D. Williams on Saturday, June 10 at 2pm.
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TAKE NOTICE
CHATHAM
NOTICE TO CREDITORS

NORTH CAROLINA 
CHATHAM COUNTY
FILE NO: 23 E 260 

All persons having claims against ANNE DYSART 
VARLEY, deceased, late of Chatham County, North 
Carolina, are notified to exhibit the same to the 
undersigned on or before the 12th day of August, 2023, 
or this notice will be pleaded in bar of recovery. Debtors 
of the decedent are asked to make immediate payment. 
This the 11th day of May, 2023.
Margaret V. Markham, Executrix
304 Aberdeen Terrace.
Greensboro, NC 272403
M y11,My18,My25,Jn1,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA 
CHATHAM COUNTY
23 E 69

Any persons having claims against the estate of 
JUDITH ANN HOGAN, of Chatham County, N.C. , 
who died November 9th, 2022 are notified to present 
them on or before the 11th day of August, 2023, or this 
notice will be pleaded in bar of recovery. Debtors of the 
decedent are asked to make immediate payment. 
This the 11th day of May, 2023.
Timothy Michael Hogan, Executor
7598 Moncure Pittsboro Rd
Moncure, NC 27559
c/o Tim Hogan Executor
PO Box 253 
Moncure, NC 27559 
My11,My18,My25,Jn1,4tp

 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA 
CHATHAM COUNTY
23 E 255

Any persons having claims against the estate of 
GERRIT VOGEL, of Chatham County, N.C. , are notified 
to present them on or before the 11th day of August, 
2023, or this notice will be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 11th day of May, 2023.
Jenny Vogel, Executrix
20036 Webb
Chapel Hill, NC 27517
My11,My18,My25,Jn1,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY

The undersigned, having qualified on the 2nd day of 
May, 2023, as Executor of the Estate of Charlie Casper, 
deceased, of Chatham County, North Carolina, does 
hereby notify all persons, firms and corporations 
having claims against said Estate to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before the 18th day of August, 
2023, or this Notice will be pleaded in bar of their 
recovery. All persons indebted to said Estate, please 
make immediate payment to the undersigned.
This 11th day of May, 2023. 
Paul A. Gasparides, Executor of the 
Estate of Charlie Casper
Post Office Box 57579
Durham, North Carolina 27717
Jason E. Spain
Kennon Craver, PLLC
4011 University Drive, Suite 300
Durham, North Carolina 27707
My18,My25,Jn1,Jn8,4tc 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA 
CHATHAM COUNTY
23 E 33

Any persons having claims against the estate of CARL 
BRYANT, of Chatham County, N.C. , are notified to 
present them on or before the 18th day of August, 
2023, or this notice will be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are asked to make immediate 
payment. 
This the 11th day of May, 2023.
Juanita T. Washington, Executrix
164 American Ave
Lancaster, PA 17602
My18,My25,Jn1,Jn8,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 
 
 The undersigned, having qualified as Executrix of 
the Estate of ROBERT R. RUSSELL, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, hereby notifies all persons, 
firms, and corporations having claims against the said 
decedent or his estate to present them to her at 324 
Graham Moore Road, Staley, NC 27355 on or before 
the 18th day of August, 2023, or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of their recovery.
All of those indebted to the said estate are hereby 
requested to make prompt payment to the 
undersigned. 
This the 11th day of May, 2023. 
Bonita D. Russell, Executrix of the 
Estate of ROBERT R. RUSSELL
324 Graham Moore Road
Staley, NC 27355 
My18,My25,Jn1,Jn8,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA 
CHATHAM COUNTY
23 E 244

Any persons having claims against the estate of 
FRANCES W. MENDENHALL, of Chatham County, 
N.C. , are notified to present them on or before the 18th 
day of August, 2023, or this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the decedent are asked to 
make immediate payment. 
This the 18th day of May, 2023.
LARRY I. MENDENHALL, Executor
4791 Forest Oaks Dr.
Greensboro, NC 27406
My18,My25,Jn1,Jn8,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA 
CHATHAM COUNTY
23 E 276

Any persons having claims against the estate of 
DORIS HASTY BARRON, of Chatham County, N.C. 
are notified to present them on or before the 18th day 
of August, 2023, or this notice will be pleaded in bar of 
recovery. Debtors of the decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. 
This the 18th day of May, 2023.
VANCE BARRON, JR., Executor
2204 Pinecrest Rd.
Greensboro, NC 27403
My18,My25,Jn1,Jn8,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA 
CHATHAM COUNTY
2023 E 000277

Any persons having claims against the estate of 
VICKIE DALE CLINE, of Chatham County, N.C. are 
notified to present them on or before the 18th day of 
August, 2023, or this notice will be pleaded in bar of 
recovery. Debtors of the decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. 
This the 18th day of May, 2023.
TERRY CLINE HARRINGTON, Executor
147 Doggone Road
Siler City, NC 27344 
My18,My25,Jn1,Jn8,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY 

ALL PERSONS, firms and corporations having 
claims against Cynthia Wagner Kahler, deceased, of 
Chatham County, N.C., are notified to exhibit the same 
to the undersigned on or before August 18th, 2023, or 
this notice will be pleaded in bar of recovery. Debtors of 
the decedent are asked to make immediate payment. 
This 18th day of May, 2023.
David T. Kahler, Executor
Estate of Cynthia Wagner Kahler
c/o Roberson Law Firm
1829 E. Franklin St., Ste. 800C
Chapel Hill, NC 27514
My18,My25,Jn1,Jn8,4tc 

NOTICE TO CREDITORS 
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY

Having qualified as Administrator CTA of the Ancilliary 
Estate of DIXIE SUGG, deceased late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, this is to notify all persons, 
firms, and corporations having claims against 
said estate to present them, duly verified, to the 
undersigned card of Kimberly A. Herrick, Mills Law, 
P.A., Post Office Box 528, Concord, N.C. 28026-0528, 
on or before the 16th day of August, 2023, or this notice 
will b pleaded in bar of their recovery. All persons, firms, 
and corporations owing said Estate are hereby notified 
that they must make prompt payment or suite will be 
brought. 
This the 18th day of May, 2023.
Kimberly A. Herrick, Administrator CTA
the Ancilliary Estate of Dixie Sugg
P.O. Box 528
Concord, NC 28026
Mills Law, P.A.
49 Means Avenue SE 
Concord, North Carolina 28026-0528
My18,M25,Jn1,Jn8,4tc 

PUBLIC NOTICE 
The tentative budget meeting for the fiscal year 
beginning July 1, 2023 for The Goldston Gulf Sanitary 
District was presented to the Goldston Gulf District 
Sanitary District Board on May 2, 2023 and is available 
for public inspection at the Goldston Gulf Sanitary 
District, J R Moore and Son Store located in Gulf and/
or the Goldston Public Library. 
A public hearing will be held on June 20, 2023 at 6 p.m. 
at the Goldston Town Hall Building in Goldston, NC at 
which time any persons who wish to be heard on the 
budget may appear.
Danny Scott, Treasurer
Board of Directors 
My25,Jn1,Jn8,Jn15,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY

All persons having claims against William R. Sadler 
(aka William Rutherford Sadler, hereinafter “William R. 
Sadler”) of Chatham County, North Carolina, who died 
on the 12th day of April, 2023, are notified to present 

them to David R. Frankstone, Executor of the Estate 
of William R. Sadler in c/o Higgins, Frankstone, Graves 
& Morris, P. A., Attorneys for the Estate, 1414 Raleigh 
Road, Suite 203, Exchange West at Meadowmont, 
Chapel Hill, NC 27517-8834 on or before August 30, 
2023. Failure to present a claim in timely fashion will 
result in this Notice being pleaded in bar of recovery 
against the estate, the Executor, and the devisees of 
William R. Sadler. Those indebted to William R. Sadler 
are asked to make prompt payment to the Estate.
David R. Frankstone
Higgins, Frankstone, Graves & Morris, P.A.
1414 Raleigh Road, Suite 203
Exchange West at Meadowmont
Chapel Hill, NC 27517-8834
My25,Jn1,Jn8,Jn15,4tc

TOWN OF SILER CITY LEGAL NOTICE 
BUDGET PUBLIC HEARING
The proposed Fiscal Year 2023-2024 Budget for the 
Town of Siler City has been presented to the Town 
Board of Commissioners and is available for public 
inspection. To view the proposed budget, please visit 
www.silercity.org or contact the Town Clerk Kimberly 
Pickard at 919-726-8620 or kpickard@silercity.org.
A public hearing will be held on the budget ordinance 
for Fiscal Year 2023-2024 on Monday, June 5, 2023 at 
6:30 p.m. in the courtroom of City Hall located at 311 N 
Second Avenue, Siler City, North Carolina.
Citizens are invited to submit written comments to 
Town Clerk at kpickard@silercity.org.
 The following is a summary of the budget as 
presented:
General Fund $ 9,780,973
Powell Bill Fund $ 463,684
Enterprise Fund (Water & Sewer)
 $10,202,773
Enterprise Fund (License Plate Agency)
 $ 211,641
TOTAL: $20,659,071
My25,Jn1,2tc

PUBLIC HEARING NOTICE
A public hearing will be held by the Goldston Town 
Board on Monday, June 12th, 2023, beginning at 7:00 
p.m. The hearing will be held at the Goldston Town Hall 
located at 40 Coral Avenue, Goldston, NC 27252.
Additional information is available at the Chatham 
County Planning Department office. Speakers 
are requested to sign up at the meeting prior to the 
hearing. You may also request to speak by contacting 
the town clerk Annie Kay King Gaines at akkgaines@
americansouthgc.com or Hunter Glenn at hunter.
glenn@chathamcountync.gov. 
The public hearing may be continued to another date 
at the discretion of the Board. 
The purpose of the Public Hearing is to receive input, 
both written and oral, on the issues listed below:
1. Peyton Moody, on behalf of Chatham Christian 
Academy, has requested an amendment to the Town 
of Goldston Zoning Map to zone as CD-R-1 Conditional 
District-R-1 Residential 13.7 acres located 190 Church 
Street (Parcels 62536, 9076, and 60925). 
Substantial changes may be made following the public 
hearing due to verbal or written comments received or 
based on the Board’s discussions.
Notice to people with special needs: If you have an 
audio or visual impairment, unique accessibility 
requirements or need language assistance, please 
call the number listed below prior to the hearing and 
assistance may be provided.
If you have any questions or comments concerning 
these issues, please call Hunter Glenn with the 
Chatham County Planning Department at 542-8284 
or write to P.O. Box 54, Pittsboro N.C. 27312. 
My25,Jn1,2tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY

All persons having claims against Geraldine Snider 
Laport of Chatham County, North Carolina, who died 
on the 7th day of March, 2023, are notified to present 
them to Elicia Laport, Executrix of the Estate of 
Geraldine Snider Laport in c/o Dean Broz, 1414 Raleigh 
Road, Suite 203, Exchange West at Meadowmont, 
Chapel Hill, NC 27517-8834 on or before September 
1, 2023. Failure to present a claim in timely fashion will 
result in this Notice being pleaded in bar of recovery 
against the estate, the Executrix, and the devisees of 
Geraldine Snider Laport. Those indebted to Geraldine 
Snider Laport are asked to make prompt payment to 
the Estate.
Dean Broz
Higgins, Frankstone, Graves & Morris, P.A.
414 Raleigh Road, Suite 203
Exchange West at Meadowmont
Chapel Hill, NC 27517-8834
My25,Jn1,Jn8,Jn15,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
LEGAL NOTICE
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY

Having qualified as Personal Representative of the 
Estate of DONALD R. SIMPSON, late of Chatham 
County, North Carolina, the undersigned does hereby 
notify all persons, firms and corporations having 
claims against said estate to present them to the 
attorneys for the estate as set forth below, on or before 
the 29th day of August 2023, or this notice will be 
pleaded in bar of their recovery. All persons, firms and 
corporations indebted to the said estate will please 
make immediate payment to the undersigned.
This, the 25th day of May 2023.
Perry S. Simpson, Personal Representative of the 
 Estate of DONALD R. SIMPSON
Mark D. Vaughn and Spenser McNeill Combs,
Attorneys for the Estate
CLARKE, PHIFER, VAUGHN,
BRENNER & McNEILL, PLLC
135 Applecross Road
Pinehurst, North Carolina 28374
My25,Jn1,Jn8,Jn15,4tc

 

PUBLIC HEARING

Special Impact Allocation assignment to four (4) 
parcels identified as parcel numbers 12876, 73262, 
12774, and 12775, totaling 86.34 acres ±, located in the 
WS-III-BW-Rocky River Watershed.
The proposed item is available for review by contacting 
Jennifer C. Baptiste at jbaptiste@silercity.org or 919-
726-8626. All persons interested in the outcome of 
the item are invited to attend the legislative hearing and 
present comments, testimony, and exhibits on the 
above referenced item.
These are separate hearings: Interested parties may 
submit evidence and written comments. Written 
comments or evidence on these applications can 
be submitted by email to jbaptiste@silercity.org. 
Individuals desiring to speak must sign up by calling 
919-726-8626 before 12:00 p.m. on or before the 
scheduled public hearing date.
The Town of Siler City will make appropriate 
arrangements to ensure that disabled persons are 
provided other accommodations, such arrangements 
may include, but are not limited to, providing 
interpreters for the deaf, providing taped cassettes 
of materials for the blind, or assuring a barrier-free 
location for the proceedings.
This information is available in Spanish or any other 
language upon request. Please contact Tammy 
Thomas at 919-726-8625, 311 North Second Avenue, 
Siler City, North Carolina 27344, or tthomas@silercity.
org for accommodations for this request. Esta 
información está disponible en español o en cualquier 
otro idioma bajo petición. Por favor, póngase en 
contacto con Tammy Thomas al tthomas@silercity.
org o 919-726-8625 o en 311 North Second Avenue, 
Siler City, North Carolina 27344 de alojamiento para 
esta solicitud.
My25,Jn1,2tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA
CHATHAM COUNTY

All persons having claims against Doris Theodore 
Poole of Chatham County, North Carolina, who 
died on the 23rd day of March, 2023, are notified to 
present them to David R. Frankstone, Executor of 
the Estate of Doris Theodore Poole in c/o Higgins, 
Frankstone, Graves & Morris, P. A., Attorneys for the 
Estate, 1414 Raleigh Road, Suite 203, Exchange West 
at Meadowmont, Chapel Hill, NC 27517-8834 on or 
before September 1, 2023. Failure to present a claim 
in timely fashion will result in this Notice being pleaded 
in bar of recovery against the estate, the Executor, and 
the devisees of Doris Theodore Poole. Those indebted 
to Doris Theodore Poole are asked to make prompt 
payment to the Estate.
David R. Frankstone
Higgins, Frankstone, Graves & Morris, P.A.
1414 Raleigh Road, Suite 203
Exchange West at Meadowmont
Chapel Hill, NC 27517-8834
My25,Jn1,Jn8,Jn15,4tc

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA 
CHATHAM COUNTY
23 E 165

Any persons having claims against the estate of JEAN 
FULCHER FESPERMAN of Chatham County, N.C. are 
notified to present them on or before the 25th day of 
August, 2023, or this notice will be pleaded in bar of 
recovery. Debtors of the decedent are asked to make 
immediate payment. 
This the 25th day of May, 2023.
John E. Fesperman,
Administrator CTA
589 Ebenezer Church Road
State Road, NC 28676
My25,Jn1,Jn8,Jn15,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
ESTATE OF MICHAEL STEVEN THUMA
CHATHAM COUNTY FILE NO. 2023 E 290

All persons, firms, and corporations having claims 
against Michael Steven Thuma deceased, of Chatham 
County, North Carolina are notified to exhibit them to 
the undersigned on or before August 27, 2023 or be 
barred from their recovery. Debtors of the decedent 
are asked to make immediate payment.
This 25th day of May, 2023.
Lisa McCleary, Administrator
1410 Bishop Point
Athens, GA 30606
Attorney, Daniel B. Finch
Envisage Law
2601 Oberlin Road, Suite 100
Raleigh, NC 27608
My25,Jn1,Jn8,Jn15,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
All persons, firms and corporations having claims 
against Elizabeth Seymour Zimmerman late of 
Chatham County, North Carolina, who died on 
December 18, 2022, are hereby notified to present 
them to Larry Gordon Powell, III, who qualified as 
Administratrix on March 2nd, 2023 in care of the 
undersigned attorney at her address on or before 
August 25, 2023 or this Notice will be pleaded in bar of 
recovery. All persons, firms and corporations indebted 
to the deceased, please make immediate payment.
This 23nd day of May, 2023
Larry Gordon Powell, III, Administratrix
C/o Janet H. McLamb, Attorney
The Howell Building
1526 E Franklin St Suite 202
Chapel Hill NC 27514
My25,Jn1,Jn8,Jn15,4tc

MONCURE FIRE DEPARTMENT ANNUAL MEETING
The Moncure Fire Department will be holding its 
annual meeting on Monday, June 12, 2023 at Moncure 
Fire Dept Station #8, 2389
Old US 1, Moncure NC 27559.  The meeting will begin 
at 6:30 pm and cover the state of the Fire Department, 
financial report, and Board of Directors elections.
If you reside in the Moncure Fire District and are a 
taxpayer, you are a member and invited to attend.
Jn1,JN8,2tc                        

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA  
CHATHAM COUNTY
23E226
Any persons having claims against the estate of 
THERESA CRUMP JACKSON of Chatham County, 
N.C.  are notified to present them on or before the 30th 
day of August, 2023, or this notice will be pleaded in 
bar of recovery. Debtors of the decedent are asked to 
make immediate payment.         
This the 1st day of June, 2023.
Shuranda Smith, Administrator
P O Box 385
367 Wimberly Rd
Moncure, NC 27559
Jn1,Jn8,Jn15,Jn22,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA  
CHATHAM COUNTY
23 E 275
Any persons having claims against the estate of ZINA 
B. QUINN of Chatham County, N.C.  are notified to 
present them on or before the 30th day of August, 
2023, or this notice will be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are asked to make immediate 
payment.         
This the 1st day of June, 2023.
Nancy Quinn, Executrix
550 Tall Oaks Rd
Chapel Hill, NC 27516
Jn1,Jn8,Jn15,Jn22,4tp

NOTICE TO CREDITORS
NORTH CAROLINA  
CHATHAM COUNTY
22 E 393
Any persons having claims against the estate of FLETA 
A. PRICE of Chatham County, N.C.  are notified to 
present them on or before the 30th day of August, 
2023, or this notice will be pleaded in bar of recovery. 
Debtors of the decedent are asked to make immediate 
payment.         
This the 1st day of June, 2023.
Norma E. Boone, Administrator 
701 Siler Street
Siler City, NC 27344 
Jn1,Jn8,Jn15,Jn22,4tp

NOTICE OF HEARINGS, TOWN OF SILER CITY 
The following item will be considered by the Siler City 
Planning Commission on Monday, June 12, 2023. The 
hearing will begin at 6:30 p.m. in the Siler City Court 
Room of the Siler City Town Hall at 311 N. 2nd Ave. 
The items will also be heard by the Town Council for 
Siler City on June 19, 2023 at 6:30 pm in the Siler City 
Court Room of the Siler City Town Hall located at 311 
N. 2nd Ave.
Legislative Hearings
R23-0601 – Rezoning of three tracts from Heavy-
Industrial (H – I) and Agricultural-Residential (A-R) to 
Highway Commercial (H-C), parcels totaling 43.023 
acres ±, addressed as 415 Stockyard Road (parcel 
number 13042), 18737 US 64 W(parcel number 
79705), 163 Stockyard Road (parcel number 13043) 
and unaddressed Ellington Road (parcel number 
79441), and being the properties of Mid-State 
Development Center, LLC., represented by Mark 
Ashness.
R23-0602 – Rezoning of five tracts from Office-
Institutional/Conditional O-I-C to Neighborhood 
Business (B-1-C), parcels totaling 10.812 acres ±, 
addressed as unaddressed Village Lake Road (parcel 
number 80718), 100 Village Lake Road (parcel 
number 80719), unaddressed Siler Business Drive 
(parcel number 80720), unaddressed Village Lake 
Road (parcel number 80721), and unaddressed Siler 
Business Drive (parcel number 80724), and being 
the properties of Rudra SilerCity, LLC., represented by 
Courtney McQueen of Qunity Engineering, Inc.
The proposed item is available for review by contacting 
Jennifer C. Baptiste at jbaptiste@silercity.org or 919-
726-8626. All persons interested in the outcome of 
the item are invited to attend the legislative hearing and 
present comments, testimony, and exhibits on the 
above referenced item.
These are separate hearings: Interested parties may 
submit evidence and written comments. Written 
comments or evidence on these applications can 
be submitted by email to jbaptiste@silercity.org. 
Individuals desiring to speak must sign up by calling 
919-726-8626 before 12:00 p.m. on or before the 
scheduled public hearing date.
The Town of Siler City will make appropriate 
arrangements to ensure that disabled persons are 
provided other accommodations, such arrangements 
may include, but are not limited to, providing 
interpreters for the deaf, providing taped cassettes 
of materials for the blind, or assuring a barrier-free 
location for the proceedings.
This information is available in Spanish or any other 
language upon request. Please contact Tammy 
Thomas at 919-726-8625, 311 North Second Avenue, 
Siler City, North Carolina 27344, or tthomas@silercity.
org for accommodations for this request. Esta 
información está disponible en español o en cualquier 
otro idioma bajo petición. Por favor, póngase en 
contacto con Tammy Thomas al tthomas@silercity.
org o 919-726-8625 o en 311 North Second Avenue, 
Siler City, North Carolina 27344 de alojamiento para 
esta solicitud.
Jn1,Jn8,Jn15,3tc

REAL ESTATE
LEARN ABOUT LAND - Chatham Land Experts, 
www.learnaboutland.com - 919-362-6999  
Jy2,tfnc

RENTALS, APARTMENTS
PINE GLADE APARTMENTS in Siler City is 
accepting applications for the waiting list for one 
BR units. Designed for the elderly (62 or older) 
or persons with disabilities of any age. Save $$, 
water included in rent. Visit us at 509 Pine Glade 
Avenue, Apt 34 or call (919) 663-3464 (TTY 
771) for more information. Rental assistance 
available, rent based on income. $25 application 
fee per applicant. Credit/criminal check required. 
Equal Housing Opportunity. This institution is 
professionally managed by Partnership Property 
Management, an equal opportunity provider and 
employer. Jn1,1tc 

POWELL SPRINGS APTS. Evergreen Construction 
introduces its newest independent living 
community for adults 55 years or older, 1 and 2 
bedroom applications now being accepted. Office 
hours: Tuesday and Thursday, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
Call 919-533-6319 for more information, TDD 
#1-800-735-2962, Equal housing opportunity, 
Handicapped accessible, A2,tfnc

ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS now for one bedroom 

apartments, adults 55 years or older. Water 
included, appliances furnished, on-site laundry, 
elevator, keyless entry. Section 8 accepted. No 
security deposit. Application fee $25 per adult. 
Call Braxton Manor, 919-663-1877. Handicap 
accessible. Equal Housing Opportunity. Jy14,tfnc

AUTO FOR SALE
2007 IMPALA, Good condition, Call 919-542-2072, 
My25,tfnc  

AUCTIONS
RICKY ELLINGTON AUCTIONEERS - 
Equipment, business, liquidation, estates, 
land, houses, antiques, personal property, 
coins, furniture, consignments, benefits, etc., 
NCAL #7706, 919-548-3684, 919-663-3556, 
rickyellingtonauctions@yahoo.com, J6,tfnc

AUCTIONEER SCOTT L. HARRIS at JHA. One 
Call...We sell it all!!! Real estate, personal property, 
estate settlement, farms & land, business 
liquidation. JHA has been conducting auctions 
in the state of NC since 1989. Fully licensed Real 
Estate and Auction Firm. NCAL #8420 Firm 
#8086 www.JerryHarrisAuction.com, 919-498-
4077, J6,tfnc 

SERVICES
RETIRED SECURITY GUARD/COACH - will watch 
property, animals. Caretaker to hook up RV and 
watch property. 110 30 amp. Very quiet, no parties, 
Reliable, 919-828-4247. F23tfnx 

DIGGING AND DEMO - Land improvements, mini-
excuvating, stump removal, mobile home and 
building tear down, all digging. Call John Hayes, 
919-548-0474. J19-Ju1,20tp 

RAINBOW WATER FILTERED VACUUMS, Alice 
Cox, Cox’s Distributing - Rainbow - Cell: 919-548-
4314, Sales, Services, Supplies. Serving public for 
35 years. Rada Cutlery also available. Au26,tfnc

AUTO BROKERS RECYCLERS - Cash paid for 
Junk/Wrecked vehicles. Call 919-545-0194. 
My13,tfnc

JUNK CARS PICKED UP Free of charge. Due to 
many months of low steel prices and unstable steel 
markets, we cannot pay for cars at this time. Cars, 
trucks, and machinery will be transported and 
environmentally correctly recycled at no charge. 
919-542-2803. A2,tfnc

LETT’S TREE SERVICE - tree removal, stump 
grinding, lot clearing. Visa & Master Card accepted. 
Timber. Free estimates. 919-258-3594. N9,tfnc

HELP WANTED             
TOWN OF SILER CITY, CUSTOMER SERVICE 
REPRESENTATIVE - FINANCE

Performs general administrative support 
work receiving, processing, recording, and 
accounting for utility revenue and various other 
fees; processes accounts receivable; assists 
with accounts payable; prepares connection, 
disconnection, and transfer orders; prepares and 
maintains records and files; provides exemplary 
customer service to internal and external 
customers. - Required Education and Experience 
Qualifications: High school diploma or high school 
equivalency. Strong customer service experience 
involving money handling/collections and heavy 
public contact. Moderate computer skills including 
MS Word, Excel, and Outlook. Possession of a 
valid NC driver’s license. - Preferred Education 
and Experience Qualifications: Some college 
course work related to Finance. Prior municipality 
utility collection experience. Prior accounts 
receivable and accounts payable experience. Prior 
experience with work orders. Possession of NC 
Notary Public Certification upon hire.

Bilingual in both written and spoken English and 
Spanish. - Additional Employment Requirements,  
Must obtain NC Notary Public Certification within 
six months of hire. All required certifications 
and licenses must be maintained with no lapse 

during the course of employment. - Annual Hiring 
Salary: $35,262.00.  -  To review the complete job 
description and to apply, please visit https://www.
governmentjobs.com/careers/silercity. Please 
include all of the past 10 years’ work experience in 
your application. A current resume should also be 
attached but is not accepted in lieu of a complete 
application. Pre-employment drug testing, DMV 
check, and background check are required upon 
conditional job offer. -  The Town of Siler City 
is an Equal Opportunity Employer. Applicants 
are considered for employment without regard 
to race, color, religion, sex, national origin, age, 
marital or veteran status, disability, or other legally 
protected status. Jn1,1tc

FOOD SERVICES STAFF
Pittsboro Christian Village is accepting 
applications for Server, Pantry Cook, and Cook. 
Apply in person 8:30 a.m. to 4 p.m., Monday – 
Friday, at 1825 East St. in Pittsboro. Jy14,tfnc

AUCTION
JUNE 3, 9 A.M. at
442 N. Greensboro Street, Lib-
erty: Antiques, woodworking
equipment; guns, hand tools, welder,
wood lathe, drill press, lawn
mowers, furniture, etc. - Pre-
view June 2, Ricky Ellington,
NCAL7706, 919-548-3684.
My18,25,2tcdsc
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PITTSBORO — The Secu-
rities Industry and Financial 
Markets Association (SIFMA) 
and the SIFMA Foundation to-
day announced the winning 
teams and congratulated the 
6,500 students competing in 
the 2023 Capitol Hill Challenge 
(CHC), a national financial ed-
ucation program underwritten 
by the Charles Schwab Founda-
tion. 

SIFMA and the SIFMA 
Foundation will host the 10 
top-performing CHC teams at a 
reception in the U.S. Capitol on 
June 14. The students will also 
have the opportunity to meet 
with their members of Congress.

These five students from 
George Moses Horton Middle 
School in Pittsboro (Asher Sav-
age,

Colton Adams, Hayden Ellis, 
Nicholas Armstrong and Row-
an Fisher), along with advisors 
Mrs.

Ellen Crayton and Mrs. Tra-
cy Miller, finished as the highest 
middle school nationwide, and

ranked fourth overall in this 
year’s Challenge. They were the 
only North Carolina school in 
the

Top 10 (see the full Top 10 be-
low). They made over $9,800 in 
14 weeks of trading.

Middle and high school stu-
dents representing public 
schools in every U.S. congressio-
nal district

were matched with their 
Member of Congress. 

Teams learned the funda-
mentals of capital markets and 
investing, then put theory into 
practice by managing diversi-
fied portfolios of stocks, bonds, 
mutual funds, and cash. They 
improved their knowledge of 

math, economics and personal 
finance. 

Dynamic market conditions 
made for an exciting competi-
tion as teams vied to produce 
the top-performing investment 
portfolio among participating 
schools nationwide.

2023 Capitol Hill Challenge 
— Top 10 Schools:

1. North Little Rock High 
School, AR-2, Rep. French Hill

2. Cleveland Hill High School, 
NY-26, Rep. Brian Higgins

3. Carlynton Junior Senior 
High School, PA-17, Rep. Chris 
Deluzio

4. George Moses Horton 
Middle School, NC-9, Rep. 
Richard Hudson

5. Orville H. Platt High 
School, CT-5, Rep. Jahana 
Hayes

6. Rappahannock High 

School, VA-1, Rep. Robert Wit-
tman

7. Porum High School, OK, 
Senator Markwayne Mullin

8. Collins-Maxwell Elemen-
tary/Middle School, IA, Senator 
Joni Ernst

9. Rainbow Lake Middle 
School, SC-5, Rep. Ralph Nor-
man

10. Oakcrest High School, 
NJ-2, Rep. Jefferson Van Drew

“I want to congratulate all the 
students and schools that partic-
ipated in this year’s Capitol Hill

Challenge,” said Kenneth E. 
Bentsen Jr., SIFMA president 
and CEO. “Our industry is

committed to helping young 
people learn the importance of 
saving and investing, while also

providing them a solid foun-
dation to achieve their future fi-
nancial goals. Along with the 

SIFMA
Foundation, SIFMA is proud 

to partner with the Charles 
Schwab Foundation, and we 
commend

all Members of Congress who 
visited their local schools vir-
tually and in-person to engage 
with

students on financial educa-
tion.”

The 14-week competition 
reaches public middle and high 
school students in every con-
gressional district and teaches 
them the importance of saving 
and investing, while promoting

a better understanding of civ-
ics and fiscal policy. 

Teams manage a hypothet-
ical $100,000 online portfolio 
of stocks, bonds, mutual funds, 
ESG investments, and cash, 
gaining a deeper understanding 
of personal finance and econom-
ics through a standards-based 
curriculum that teaches them 
the value of the capital markets.

Since its inception in 2004, 
CHC has made over 7,500 
matches of U.S. Senators and 
Members

of Congress with schools, 
reaching more than 170,000 
youth. Public middle and high 
school

students from all 50 states 
and Guam participated in this 
year’s challenge.

“Too many teens and young 
adults start out life on their own 
without knowing how to man-
age

their money, and that can 
have lifelong implications,” Kris-
tine Dixon, managing director 
at Charles Schwab, said. “Pro-
grams like Capitol Hill Chal-
lenge teach middle and high 
school students how investing 
can help them build wealth over 
time. Our commitment to this 

program stems from Schwab’s 
inherent belief in the power of 
financial education to help peo-
ple achieve their goals in life.”

Melanie Mortimer, presi-
dent of the SIFMA Founda-
tion, said, “I congratulate all 
of the participants of the Cap-
itol Hill Challenge and thank 
the Charles Schwab Foundation 
and every Member of Congress 
who worked on this initiative. 
Through public-private collab-
orations like the Capitol Hill 
Challenge, we can bring finan-
cial capability to public schools 
nationwide. Together we are

ensuring young people across 
America experience the capital 
markets, gain insights that lead 
to

long-term success, open the 
door for asset-building and im-
prove their financial life out-
comes.”

The SIFMA Foundation of-
fers the nation’s most powerful, 
widely used and validated in-
school

investor education programs, 
educating individuals about the 
global economy and the role of 
the

financial markets in increas-
ing prosperity and opportunity. 

Programming enables teach-
ers to simulate the real world of 
investing, incorporate hands-on 
learning, and facilitate the ap-
plication and practice of newly 
acquired knowledge. 

As a result, teachers extend 
the benefits of financial capa-
bility and an understanding of 
capital markets to millions of 
students they collectively reach. 
They also take a more active role 
in their own personal financial 
lives.

The Capitol Hill Challenge is 
just one component of the SIF-
MA Foundation’s Stock Market

Game, which operates in all 
50 U.S. states and has reached 
more than 22 million students 
since 1977. To learn more about 
the program, visit https://www.
stockmarketgame.org/capi-
tol-hill-challenge.html.

Volunteers from the 
Siler City Chicken Plant 
sponsored Chatham 
Habitat’s Women Build 
Event

Chatham News + Record

SILER CITY — On Thurs-
day of last week, eleven Moun-
taire Farms employees put on 
their work boots and partici-
pated in Chatham Habitat for 
Humanity’s Women Build Day 
in Siler City. The group spent 
the day working on Chatham 
Habitat’s 152nd house, which 
will be sold this month. The 
volunteers did landscaping, 
painting and a final clean-up 
of the home. They were joined 
by the future owner of the 
home, Dora Zabala. 

In addition to providing 
volunteer support, Moun-

taire Cares was one of Women 
Build’s title financial sponsors. 
Women Build is a nationwide 
Habitat for Humanity event 

that brings women of all walks 
of life together to build stron-
ger, safer communities. 

“We are thrilled to have 

Mountaire Farms join us for 
Women Build this year,” said 
Anna Tuell, Chatham Habi-
tat’s development and finance 
director. “I love bringing peo-
ple together to invest in their 
community, and these women 
should be proud of their con-
tribution to Chatham Habi-
tat’s mission.” 

Mountaire, the fourth larg-
est chicken processing com-
pany in the country, has oper-
ations in Siler City. Through 
their Mountaire Cares pro-
gram, the company is dedicat-
ed to giving back to the com-
munity, including their annual 
Thanksgiving, Christmas and 
Easter for Thousands pro-
gram, which provides meal 
boxes to families during the 
holidays. 

They also support numerous 
non-profit and charitable or-
ganizations with financial gifts 
and/or volunteer opportuni-
ties throughout the year. 

“We were so lucky to have 
been included in the Women’s 
Build this year and our team 
really enjoyed giving back,” 
said Elizabeth Mauney, com-
munity relations manager for 

Mountaire in Chatham County.
Chatham Habitat for Hu-

manity is a 501(c)3 not-for-
profit organization that works 
to build strength, stability and 
self-reliance through shelter. 
Since 1989, Chatham Habi-
tat has worked to build safe, 
healthy, affordable homes, 
which are then sold at zero 
percent interest to Chatham 
County families. 

Chatham Habitat for Hu-
manity believes that everyone 
deserves a safe place to call 
home.

Mountaire® is a registered 
trademark of Mountaire Cor-
poration. Mountaire Cor-
poration and its affiliates, 
Mountaire Farms Inc. and 
Mountaire Farms of Delaware, 
Inc. (collectively, “Moun-
taire”), are agricultural food 
production and processing 
companies providing work for 
almost 10,000 people at facil-
ities in Arkansas, Delaware, 
Maryland, Virginia and North 
Carolina.

For more information about 
Chatham Habitat for Human-
ity’s work, visit www.chatham-
habitat.org.

George Moses Horton Middle School ranks first 
nationwide in the 20th Annual Capitol Hill Challenge

Mountaire Cares joins forces with 
Chatham Habitat for Humanity

COURTESY OF MOUNTAIRE FARMS

Volunteers from Mountaire Farms aided Chatham County 
Habitat for Humanity in a recent women build event.

COURTESY OF CHATHAM COUNTY SCHOOLS

These five students from George Moses Horton Middle 
School in Pittsboro (Asher Savage, Colton Adams, Hayden 
Ellis, Nicholas Armstrong, Rowan Fisher), along with 
advisors Mrs.Ellen Crayton and Mrs. Tracy Miller, finished 
as the highest middle school nationwide, and
ranked fourth overall in this year’s Capitol Hill Challenge. 

Community Forum 
Town of Siler City Commissioner District 3

The Town of Siler City Board 
of Commissioners recently 
adopted a Strategic Plan.

One of the strategic priorities 
is to 

enhance community 
engagement.

The Town of Siler City is 
inviting the public to attend 

an informal community 
forum to share community 

projects, questions, 
comments, and concerns.

Forum Date:
Thursday, June 1, 2023

Forum Time:
6:00pm

Forum Location:
Siler City Presbyterian 

Church
(Fellowship Hall)

720 West Third Street

Since this is a public 
meeting, a quorum of the 
Board of Commissioners 

may be present, but no town 
business will be conducted.

If you have any questions, 
please contact Jack 

Meadows
Community Development 

Director @ 
919-726-8627 or 

jmeadows@silercity.org

From Chatham County 
Sheriff’s Office

ON MAY 24, Lamont Hakeem 
Dark, 33, of 31 Hot Shotes Drive, 
Siler City, was arrested by Dep-
uty Chris Scales for failure to ap-
pear/child support. He was issued 
a $10,000 secured bond/$500 cash 
purge payment and was scheduled to 
appear in Chatham County District 
Court in Pittsboro on May 26.

On May 24, Kaylee Lynn Haith-
cox, 22, of 31 Hot Shotes Drive, Siler 
City, was arrested by SSgt. Ashley El-
lington for possession of metham-
phetamine and possession of drug 
paraphernalia. She was issued a 
$1,000 secured bond and is sched-
uled to appear in Chatham County 
District Court in Pittsboro on June 
12.

On May 25, Kendall Weston, 50, 
of 1201 E. Main St., Durham, was 
arrested by Deputy Conner Lee for 
failure to appear — driving while 
impaired. He was issued a $200 se-
cured bond and is scheduled to ap-
pear in Chatham County District 

Court in Siler City on July 11.
On May 25, Clifton James Farrell, 

32, of 4191 Chatham Church Road, 
Sanford, was arrested by Deputy 
Reid Kirkman, for pre-trial release 
violations. He was issued a secured 
bond and is scheduled to appear in 
Chatham County District Court in 
Pittsboro on June 29.

On May 27, Victor Rafael Hen-
riquez, 26, of 25 Lystra Hills Lane, 
#A, Chapel Hill, was arrested by 
Deputy John Lacy for breaking and/
or entering, larceny after breaking 
and/or entering, and possession of 
stolen goods/property. He was is-
sued a written promise to appear and 
is scheduled to appear in Chatham 
County District Court on June 12.

On May 28, Juan Carlos Ponce 
Zagada, 34, of 203 S. Evergreen 
Ave., Siler City, was arrested by Dep-
uty Jonathan Frazier for criminal 
contempt for failure to pay child 
support. He was issued a $10,000 
secured bond or $309.83 purge pay-
ment. He is scheduled to appear in 
Chatham County District Court in 
Pittsboro on June 8.

ARREST BLOTTER
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By Jimmy Lewis
Chatham County Council 
on Aging

WHEN CLAYTON ROD-
GERS knocks on a door in the 
Bennett community of Chatham 
County, he brings more than the 
daily sustenance and encour-
aging word associated with the 
Meals on Wheels program. To 
be under the watchful eye of 
Rodgers, in this small, unincor-
porated area of 386, is to have 
access to a friendly face and un-
ceasing advocacy. 

“With all of them, one of the 
common threads has been con-
tact with the outside world,” 
Rodgers said. “They enjoy the 
contact time, I know that.”

Each Monday morning, Rod-
gers leaves his home in Pittsboro 
and makes the roughly half-
hour trek to Routh’s Grocery in 
Bennett. Once there, he awaits 
the arrival of a Golden Corral 
van, which delivers the meals for 
the day. On this route, a total of 
six meals are delivered to four 
households containing two cou-

ples and a pair of individuals.
While these meals are the 

cornerstone of every interaction, 
Rodgers constantly takes men-
tal stock of the needs of his cli-
ents. Are they safe? Are there 
any new health concerns that re-
quire the attention of Chatham 
County Council on Aging staff? 

Council staff has come to ex-
pect weekly emailed reports 
from Rodgers aptly titled “Re-
port from Bennett.” Any needs, 
such as incontinence supplies, 
are noted in these comments 
as well as general observations 
about the well-being of clients.

For Rodgers, the impetus for 
becoming a Meals on Wheels 
volunteer was the concept of 
paying it forward. In time, Rod-
gers anticipates he will have his 
own need for Meals on Wheels 
services. Certainly, Rodgers has 
fielded queries from clients as to 
why he takes four hours out of 
each Monday to ensure Bennett 
seniors in need have access to a 
meal and hearty conversation.

“I’m doing this to earn cred-
its, so that somebody will watch 
over me in 10 years or whenev-

er!” he said. “And we all laugh 
and they say, ‘Well, we under-
stand that.’”

The four hours of time Rod-
gers banks each week to carry 
out his volunteer tasks are in-
tentional. At most of his stops, 
the client will invite Rodgers in-
side for an extended period of 
chatting. He’s happy to oblige, 
sitting on the porch of James 
and Rebecca Jones while mu-
sic serenades a peaceful scene 
in the backyard. James and Re-

becca sit on their porch swing, 
reminiscing about days gone by 
and what brought them to this 
area of Chatham County. Their 
9-year-old chihuahua, Dingo, 
inspects all visitors before find-
ing the best place to absorb the 
sun’s rays on the porch deck.

At the home of Lucy Wallace, 
a remodeling project is under-
way in her kitchen. As Rodgers 
brings the day’s meal, he passes 
a mailbox on the porch that has 
been specifically set up for Wal-

lace to receive her mail instead 
of having to venture all the way 
to the road. Like the Jones’, the 
presence of Rodgers provides an 
opportunity for Wallace to catch 
up on current events and receive 
assurance that a smiling volun-
teer stands at the ready to ad-
vocate for her needs. It is im-
possible to leave the Wallace 
household without being offered 
a piece of chocolate.

Once the route is complet-
ed, Rodgers makes trek back to 
Routh’s, returns the meal bags 
to a corner of the store for safe-
keeping and promises to re-
turn the following Monday — 
but not before purchasing a bag 
of chips and Coca-Cola for the 
drive home. Other faithful driv-
ers will ensure that Bennett resi-
dents are served for the remain-
der of the week.

As for Rodgers, he’ll be back 
in this sleepy area of Chatham 
County in seven days’ time, 
ready to invest in the needs of 
today’s Meals on Wheels recip-
ients in the hopes that one day, 
a knock will ring out at his own 
home.

By Ben Rappaport
Chatham News + Record

SILER CITY — Folklorico 
dresses of red, yellow and blue 
wave in the streets, the smell 
of pupusas wafts across down-
town and smiles spread across 
the faces of hundreds of resi-
dents.

The unique combination of 
joy and culture is part of what 
makes the Hispanic Heritage 
Fiesta so special. The cultur-
al festival returns to down-
town Siler City for its 10th edi-
tion from 12 p.m. to 6 p.m. on 
Saturday, Sept. 16. The Fiesta 
will cover four street blocks in 
downtown beginning at 200 N. 
Chatham Ave., across from The 
Chatham Rabbit.

Fiesta is hosted by the His-
panic Liaison. Last week, the 
organization announced it was 
moving its office from down-
town to 404 N. Holly Ave, 
which will officially open Tues-
day, June 20. Despite the 
move, Executive Director Ilana 
Dubester said it was important 
to host Fiesta in a central loca-

tion that was visible and acces-
sible to residents.

Activities at this year’s Fies-
ta include: 

Live Latin music

Taco trucks and other  
Latin and Hispanic Food

Folkloric dance groups

Booths from businesses, 
agencies and arts and craft 
vendors

Games for all ages

Parade of quinceañeras & 
traditional Latin-American 
outfits

Art exhibits

Raffle and more

The event is expected to 
draw more than 5,000 people 
to Siler City. Sponsorship op-
portunities are still available 
and registration for the event is 
open until July 21

Chatham County Public Health 
Department

PITTSBORO — The Cha-
tham County Board of Health 
announced its annual award 
winners on Monday, May 22, 
2023, honoring both an employ-
ee and community partner who 
excelled in improving and con-
tributing to the county’s public 
health in the past fiscal year. 

Samantha Owusu, MSW, 
LCSW, was chosen as the Cha-
tham County Public Health De-
partment (CCPHD) Employee 
of the Year. Owusu has worked 
with the department since July 
2020, first as a care manag-
er with the Care Management 
for At-Risk Children (CMARC) 
program and then as a public 
health social worker. 

She was recently promoted 
to the position of community 
health and social work services 
supervisor. 

Along with her work focused 
on substance use prevention and 
harm reduction, injury and vio-
lence prevention, mental health 
systems of care, and centering 
equity, Owusu has led and been 
involved with many projects and 
helped advance the agency’s 
community-based services, such 
as the Child Passenger Safety 
Program. 

The letter nominating Owusu 
for this award stated that she is a 
“proven leader” who “is the em-
bodiment of public health, pub-
lic service, and selflessness.”

Equity for Moms and Babies 
Realized Across Chatham (EM-
BRACe) received the Board of 
Health’s Community Partner of 
the Year Award. 

EMBRACe is a collaborative 
grant-funded project dedicat-
ed to achieving equitable birth 
outcomes in Chatham Coun-
ty through community-led sys-
tems change. It is a partnership 
of several community orga-
nizations, including the Cha-
tham County Public Health De-
partment, Piedmont Health 
Services, Chatham Hospital, 
Chatham Organizing for Ra-
cial Equity (CORE), Chatham 
County Department of Social 
Services, UNC Health and Fam-
ily Medicine, and the Chatham 
Health Alliance. 

The nomination letter for 
EMBRACe referenced the 
group’s efforts to rally commu-
nity support for the Chatham 
Hospital Maternity Care Cen-
ter and its recent community re-
treat focused on equity in birth-
ing in Chatham County. The 
award was received at the meet-
ing by EMBRACe Coordinating 
Committee members Casey Hil-

liard, Jen Medearis Costello, Al-
isha Bailey, Karinda Roebuck, 
LeAnn McKoy, Alicia Doran, 
Samantha Owusu and Theresa 
Buchanan.

“I am so proud of this year’s 
Chatham County Board of 
Health award recipients,” said 
Dr. Karen Barbee, chair of 
the Chatham County Board of 
Health. “They exemplify the im-
portant work that impacts the 
health of all Chatham County 
citizens. Congratulations again 

to Samantha Owusu and EM-
BRACe.”

“We are so proud of these de-
serving recipients,” said Mike 
Zelek, Chatham County pub-
lic health director. “Sam is an 
incredibly well-respected pub-
lic health professional, social 
worker, and community lead-
er who embodies public service. 
EMBRACe highlights the im-
portance of partnership, coor-
dination, community, and equi-
ty to address our greatest public 

health challenges.”
For previous Board of Health 

award winners, visit https://
www.chathamcountync.gov/
government/departments-pro-
grams-i-z/public-health/board-
of-health/board-of-health-
awards. 

To learn more about the Cha-
tham County Public Health De-
partment, visit www.chatham-
countync.gov/publichealth or 
www.facebook.com/chatham-
health. 

Advocacy is focal point for local Meals on Wheels volunteer 

10th annual Hispanic 
Heritage Fiesta returns 
to downtown Siler City

Owusu, EMBRACe receive honors from Chatham County 
Board of Health for Outstanding Public Health Work in FY23

LIAISON from page A1

COURTESY OF CHATHAM COUNTY PUBLIC HEALTH DEPT.

COURTESY OF CHATHAM COUNTY COUNCIL ON AGING

ing. She says in the downtown 
office she was unable to hire 
people because of the cramped 
space.

Originally, Hispanic Liai-
son was searching for a place 
to rent, but struggled to find a 
proper fit. When they saw the 
old Ward and Foust building 
was for sale, however, Dubester 
said it felt like the right space. 
She soon got to work to con-
vince her board, banks and 
other donors that the move was 
justified.

The new office has roughly 
1,000 square feet more space 
than the downtown office, in-
cluding a full lobby. It’s also 
on a half-acre lot instead of on 
a downtown block so there’s 
room for a backyard and more 
parking. The building was also 
recently renovated, meaning it 
was move-in ready.

“It seemed like the right 
time,” Dubester said. “Know-
ing the kind of growth that’s 
coming to Siler City, and that 
in a few years from now, we 
probably couldn’t even fathom 
being able to buy a building.”

The growth coming to 
the town was also part of 
Dubester’s pitch. The work 
they’re doing is invaluable, she 
says, which is why they need a 
permanent space with security 
for the future and unaffected 
by rent hikes. 

While Dubester said there 

will not be any immediate op-
erational changes to the work 
of the Hispanic Liaison, she 
hopes they will soon be able to 
hire additional staff and host 
larger community events in the 
new building. 

“It’s going to be sweet to be 
able to take care of our own 
place in the way we want it,” 
Dubester said. “We’re invest-
ing in the organization and its 
future, not in somebody else’s 
building.”

Communities In Schools  
of Chatham County

While the Hispanic Liaison 
still needs to pack and unpack 
in its new space, CISCC has 
already endured the arduous 
task. Tych Cowdin, execu-
tive director of CISCC, said 
the move from the downtown 
home of 13 years was “an all 
hands on deck effort” from the 
staff. 

The organization’s new 
space officially opened May 24, 
and Cowdin said the increased 
space is a good fit for the needs 
of employees and clients. The 
decision to move for CISCC 
came in consultation with His-
panic Liaison because the two 
were next-door neighbors in 
the downtown office. He said 
both organizations ultimately 
decided growing needs were 
not going to be met in the cur-
rent space.

“Both our organizations have 

grown in the past two to three 
years,” Cowdin said. “There’s 
been an increased need for the 
social services both our agen-
cies provide in the wake of the 
pandemic.”

To accommodate those 
needs, CISCC signed a five-year 
lease at the Siler City Business 
Park. Cowdin says long-term 
the organization would also 
like to own its own space, but it 
wasn’t feasible at this time.

“We’re really looking to the 
future and hoping to build 
on some of this momentum,” 
Cowdin said. “We want a reli-
able space to continue to grow 
our capacity to serve more and 
more students.”

The methods and operations 
of CISCC will stay the same in 
the new building, with the add-
ed bonus of more square foot-
age. Cowdin said the organiza-
tion is viewing the change as a 
fresh start and a chance to re-
invigorate its efforts in schools 
across the county. 

“We want to foster that same 
feeling when you come into the 
new space,” he said. “Where 
our staff feels valued, and the 
families that we serve feel seen, 
safe and supported.”

As for the friendship be-
tween the two organizations 
now that they’re no longer wall 
buddies? They both say they’ll 
continue to partner and col-
laborate on important projects 
to meet the needs of families 
across Chatham County. 

Clayton 
Rodgers, 
a Meals 
on Wheels 
volunteer 
with the 
Chatham 
County 
Council on 
Aging, loads 
the meals for 
his Bennett 
route in the 
parking lot 
of Routh’s 
Grocery last 
week.

Samantha 
Owusu, right, 
receives the 
2022-23 
Chatham 
County Board 
of Health 
Employee 
of the Year 
Award from 
Dr. Karen 
Barbee, 
Chair of the 
Chatham 
County Board 
of Health, on 
May 22, 2023, 
in Pittsboro.



O’Neill runs track for  
the Hawks and plays soccer 
for the NC Courage Academy

By Jeremy Vernon
Chatham News + Record

CALI O’NEILL always keeps a 
busy schedule.

This week, the Seaforth freshman 
was in Somerset, N.J., competing 
at an Elite Clubs National League 
(ECNL) event with her club team 
alongside some of the best youth soc-
cer players in the country. While she 
spent most of her time playing with 
the Courage GU15 team, she played 
up an age group with the GU16 team 
on the last day of the competition.

All this comes less than a month 
after O’Neill wrapped up the spring 
track season with a third-place finish 
for Seaforth in the girls 800-meter 
race at the 2A state championships 
in Greensboro. She also competed 
in track and field during the winter, 
on top of all of her responsibilities to 
her club soccer team.

It can seem overwhelming at 
times, but O’Neill has developed 
strategies to make sure she stays on 
top of all her athletic duties, as well 
as her school work.

“Some days are more challenging 
than others, but I feel that I have be-
come used to balancing school work 
and sports the best I can,” she said. 
“Sometimes it means I bring my lap-
top in the car on the way to training 
and sometimes it means I start my 
school work at 10 at night. That’s 
not ideal, but sometimes that’s how 
I have to get it all done.”

In her first year of athletic com-
petition at the high school level, 
O’Neill has already had a tremen-
dous amount of success. After com-

peting in track for the first time 
this winter, she finished sixth in the 
1,000-meter race at the 1A/2A in-
door championships with a time of 
3:22.02.

In the spring season, O’Neill hit 
her stride in the middle-distance 
events. At the 2A mideast region-
als in Franklinton on May 12, the 
freshman won the 800-meter race 
in 2:26.19. And one week later in 
the same event at the state champi-
onships, she came within a half-sec-
ond of first with a new personal-best 
time of 2:23.61, which was good for 
third.

“I was feeling really good, but 
nervous knowing that I had to run 
about four seconds faster than my 
personal best to have a shot at win-
ning,” O’Neill said. “I had run the 
4x800 relay earlier and knew the 
800 individual was going to be a 

tough race both mentally and phys-
ically.”

As for her goals for next track sea-
son, O’Neill made it clear that her 
goal is to win a state championship.

But while O’Neill has made a 
name for herself on the track circuit 
this school year, her future will un-
doubtedly be in soccer. The fresh-
man’s club team, the N.C. Courage 
Academy, is one of the top youth 
programs in the southeast. She also 
has experience competing at the na-
tional team level.

Back in October, O’Neill was one 
of 24 players selected to attend the 
U-15 U.S. Women’s National Team’s 
training camp at the Nike head-
quarters in Portland, O.R. Since 
then, she was invited back to the na-
tional team’s regional training camp 

 “The word redemption 
has been used a lot, 
and that’s something 
I don’t use, because 
that suggests we have 
some sort of right to 
something, which we do 
not.” 

Woods Charter head coach 
Graeme Stewart

By Jeremy Vernon
Chatham News + Record

CHAPEL HILL — Coming 
into the week, there was only 
one high school team still play-
ing in Chatham County. And 
that would be the Woods Char-
ter girls soccer team, which 

faced off against Hobbton in 
the 1A state semifinals at home 
Tuesday night (game occurred 
after press time).

This was the second straight 
year the Wolves competed as 
one of the final four teams re-
maining in the 1A bracket. 
Last spring, they also played 

Hobbton in the state semis and 
came out on top by a 5-0 mar-
gin before losing to Christ the 
King, 3-0, in the tournament 
finals. Christ the King was part 
of the other 1A semifinal Tues-
day and played Union Academy 
at home, meaning a rematch of 
last year’s championship game 

was still a possibility entering 
the week.

Woods Charter head coach 
Graeme Stewart said he 
thought about the opportuni-
ty to play the Crusaders again, 
but mostly as a reminder to his 
players: They need to stay hun-
gry.

“The word redemption has 
been used a lot, and that’s some-
thing I don’t use, because that 
suggests we have some sort of 
right to something, which we do 
not,” Stewart said. “I do think 
about (Christ the King), but the 

Seaforth boys golf coach talks 
state runner-up finish, B5

See O’NEILL, page B3

See  GIRLS SOCCER, page B2

JAMES KIEFER  |  CHATHAM NEWS + RECORD 

Woods Charter freshman Amelia Cherry (left) leads the Wolves in goals this season with 41. The Wolves played Hobbton at home Tuesday in the  
1A state semifinals.

PHOTO COURTESY OF DAN LOUGHLIN/MILESPLIT

Seaforth freshman Cali O’Neill (left) finished third in the 800-meter 
race at the 2A track and field championships, less than half a second 
behind the first-place finisher.

Woods Charter played in 1A 
state semifinals Tuesday

Seaforth multi-sport athlete O’Neill 
wraps up busy freshman season

See WHITE, page B3

Seaforth’s White 
competes at USA U16 
national team trials
By Jeremy Vernon
Chatham News + Record

THE 2022-23 girls basketball season in Cha-
tham County featured a breakout campaign by 
Seaforth sophomore Gabby White, who helped 
lead her team all the way to the 2A state cham-
pionship game. And in the months since the 
season ended, the 5-foot-10 guard has stayed 
busy in her pursuit of per-
sonal improvement.

Beginning last Thursday, 
White participated in the 
2023 USA women’s U16 na-
tional Team Trials in Colo-
rado Springs along with 51 
other athletes from around 
the country. On Tuesday 
(after press time), coaches 
selected their final 12 play-
ers to roster their team at 
the FIBA U16 Women’s 
Americas Championship 
from June 13-19 in Mérida, 
Mexico. 

This was White’s first 
event with USA Basketball. 
After returning from Colorado on Monday, 
White told the News + Record that the experi-
ence was unique, and one she was grateful to 
have a chance to compete in.

“I definitely learned a lot about myself, but I 
also learned about the environment and about 
different players and how different players re-
act and the things that they do,” White said. “I 
think it was a very cool experience. It’s an honor 
to get to play at that level with some of the high-
est-ranked girls and best coaches there to help 
me out along the way.”

The window for college coaches to start con-
tacting White begins this summer, and there 
should be plenty of activity when it comes to 

GIRLS BASKETBALL

823
number of 

points Gabby 
White has 
scored for 

Seaforth in 52 
career games
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CUSTOM HOMES & 

RENOVATIONS

BUILD WITH PASSION. BUILD BOLD. 

919.929.6288 

CONTACT US TODAY FOR A FREE CONSULTATION!

It’s Time To Stock Your Pond!
DELIVERY WILL BE:  

Saturday, June 10
•Carthage 1:15-2:00 @ Carthage Farm Supply

•Sanford 3:00-3:45 @ Carolina Town & Country
Wednesday, June 14

•Graham 11:30-12:15 @ Graham Feed 
•Chapel Hill 3:15-4:00 @ Piedmont Feed 

Thursday, June 15
•Pittsboro 8:00-8:45 @ Pittsboro Feed

•Siler City 9:15-10:00 @ Southern States
•Asheboro 10:45-11:30 @ Southern States

To Place an Order CallTo Place an Order Call
Toll Free 1-800-643-8439Toll Free 1-800-643-8439

www.fishwagon.comwww.fishwagon.com

“LIKE” us on Facebook!
Hours: Mon.–Fri. 11am–5pm and Saturday 10am–4pm,  Closed Sun.

way I think about them is as 
the level we need to get to. 
When I said after the game 
last year, ‘Next year starts 
now,’ that’s what I meant. We 
knew what they were going to 
look like this year. They aren’t 
going to come to us. We have 
to go find them. If we get to 
play them, we know exactly 
what they’re going to be like.”

Woods Charter entered 
Tuesday’s semifinal game 
with an overall record of 19-1-
3. Over the course of the reg-
ular season, the Wolves drew 
three times against North-
wood, Carrboro and Cor-
nerstone Charter. Their 1-0 
defeat on the road at Frank-
lin Academy on April 11 was 
their only loss of the season.

Stewart’s team entered 
the state playoffs as the No. 1 
seed in the 1A east and won 
their first three playoff games 
heading into Tuesday night’s 
semi by a combined score of 
24-1. He said he feels better 
about this year’s team than 
he did about last year’s at this 
same point.

“We’ve used last year as a 
sort of trigger point to come 
into this year, and we knew 
the things that we needed to 
work on,” Stewart said. “We’ve 
really challenged ourselves. 
As a team, I think we’re bet-
ter than we were last year. We 
have great balance. We have 
good scoring across the team. 
We just found a good path of 
play. There’s nothing about 
this game that should be new 
to them. They know how to 
play in those games. That’s 
the other part of learning last 
year. Sometimes you have to 
be there to see it and feel it.”

Entering Tuesday’s game, 
Woods Charter’s leading scor-
ers this season were fresh-
man Amelia Cherry (41 goals, 
five assists) and junior Sienna 
Gray (37 goals, 23 assists). 
The team’s leading scorer in 
2022 — Leyla Noronha (50 
goals last season) — has con-
tributed 27 goals and a team-
high 24 assists.

Acting as a facilitator in 
the midfield, Noronha has 
been crucial in finding her 
teammates on attacking runs 
and laying off passes in the 
box while also showing off her 
scoring boots once in a while.

“What Amelia and Sienna 
have done is change the way 
we played from last year,” 
Stewart said. “That’s one of 
the reasons why I think we’ve 
improved. Sienna is insatiable 
up top and Amelia is a brush 
of quality on the outside. We 
have good balance. It has tak-
en some of the pressure for 
goal-scoring off Leyla. She 
still wants to score, there are 
runs that she can find, and in-
variably she finds them.”

While Woods Charter’s 
ultimate goal this season is 
to win a state championship, 
this likely won’t be the last 
season the Wolves are among 
the top teams in the 1A clas-
sification. This year’s team 
features five seniors, but 
six of the Wolves’ top eight 
goal-scorers will be back for 
the team again in 2024.

Since starting at Woods 
Charter in 2014, Stewart has 
led the Wolves to an overall 
record of 134-49-8. The 19 
wins this season coming into 
Tuesday night matched the 
most for the Wolves in a sin-
gle season in program histo-
ry, which they set last year.

JAMES KIEFER  |  CHATHAM NEWS + RECORD 

Woods Charter players, from left to right: junior Leyla 
Noronha, freshman Amelia Cherry, senior Megan Nowack 
and junior Sienna Gray.TANNER BUBECK  |  CHATHAM NEWS + RECORD SIMON BARBRE  |  CHATHAM NEWS + RECORD 

JAMES KIEFER  |  CHATHAM NEWS + RECORD 

Chatham County sports
Here are some of our best photographs showcasing Chatham County sports during the 
2022-23 school year. Over the next several weeks, we’ll share more photos out photographers 
captured from three seasons full of high-level compeition.
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O’NEILL from page 1

ASHEBORO TIE YARDS, INCASHEBORO TIE YARDS, INC
Mushroom Compost • Shredded Hardwood Mulch 
Pine Mini Nuggets • Brick Chips • Sand • Top Soil 

Black, Brown & Red Mulch • White Pea Gravel • Railroad Ties
205 Hanner Town Rd. Bear Creek 

(2 miles South of Bonlee on Old 421)
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(919) 837-2822 • We Deliver!(919) 837-2822 • We Deliver!

Locally Owned and Operated by Greg and Donna Kennedy
Licensed and Insured

Offi ce: 919-742-4587 Cell: 919-427-2374

D & GD & G     
Plumbing Problems?Plumbing Problems?

Commercial and Residential Installation and ServiceCommercial and Residential Installation and Service
Located in Siler CityLocated in Siler City

Local Service Directory 
FIND THE HELP YOU’RE LOOKING FOR!

Bob Atkinson, GRI, CRS, E-PRO
Homes-Land-Investments
C: 919-362-6999

Atkinson Properties Group
bobatkinson321@gmail.com

John Hayes, Jr • 919-548-0474

JHJ Painting & Power Washing

“We Specialize in All Your Painting & 
Power Washing Needs”

Deck Washing, Renewal & Repair • Window Washing & Install
Carpentry • Door Install • Other Small Repairs

AT YOURAT YOUR

Call Advertising @ 919-663-3232

in Richmond this spring. She 
has also competed in show-
cases across several states 
with her club team, and her 
squad won the Jefferson Cup 
— one of the top youth soccer 
tournaments in the country 
— in her age group back in 
April.

“I’m always working to im-
prove my game, but two main 
opportunities have given me 
the ability to improve this 
season,” O’Neill said. “One 
being the daily training after 
school, before soccer training, 
with my high school track 
tram, which has helped with 
my endurance, fitness and 
speed. And the second is be-
ing invited to play up in elite 
soccer games, SuperCups and 
tournaments with an elite, 
older group of players that 
challenge and push me.”

This type of environment 
leaves little room for many 
other extra-curriculars, and 
O’Neill didn’t compete for 

the Seaforth girls soccer team 
this spring because her sched-
ule was already too demand-
ing.

O’Neill is admittedly a little 
frustrated that she can’t play 
for the Hawks. She watched 
intently this spring as Sea-
forth made its run in the state 
playoffs and rooted for them 
the entire way. She knows 
that while it would be nice to 
compete with her peers at the 
high school level, she has big-
ger things in her future, and 
her current schedule is allow-
ing her to build toward those 
goals.

“I have to remind myself 
that I am on a team that is 
helping me get one step closer 
to my goals of playing D-1 col-
lege soccer continuing to do 
U.S. Soccer training,” O’Neill 
said. “I have been grateful for 
the opportunities that have 
been presented to me with my 
current team but, that doesn’t 
mean I don’t wish I could also 
play for my high school team 
too.”

WHITE  from page 1

scholarship offers. As a fit at 
either guard spot, White’s 
biggest strength is her play-
making on offense. She’s just 
as likely to make a tough shot 
as she is to throw a pinpoint 
skip pass to a teammate for an 
open look.

This past winter, White 
averaged 15.5 points, 10.0 re-
bounds, 3.7 assists and 3.2 
steals per game for Seaforth 
and scored at least 10 points 
in all 25 games she played in. 
She said she looks forward to 
speaking with coaches and 
the rest of the process once her 
recruiting window officially 
opens.

“I’m really excited and hon-
ored for the chance to make 
new relationships,” White 
said. “Regardless of what hap-
pens, I’m just going to come 
into it with a positive mind-
set.”

While she hasn’t had any 
contact with college coaches 
yet, White does have a pretty 
good feeling for what’s expect-
ed at the next level and how it 
differs from high school. Her 
mom, Joanne Aluka-White, 
has been an assistant coach 
for the UNC women’s basket-
ball team since 2019, and be-
fore that she spent seven years 
at Charlotte. 

White has tagged along 
to several practices over the 

years, and she said the USA 
trials offered a similar type of 
environment to what she’ll en-
counter at the next level.

“There were a lot of sim-
ilarities,” White said. “Like 
having your own responsibil-
ities, whether it was getting 
your laundry in on time or 
going to bed on time. You had 
to depend a lot on yourself 
and your teammates. I think 
it was a step toward the look 
of what I think college will 
be like. The places we stayed 
were also dorms, so that was 
similar. There were a lot of 
similarities.” 

When she returns to the 
court next year for Seaforth, 
White will be a junior and 
arguably the top return-
ing player in all of Chatham 
County. In her first two sea-
sons with the Hawks, she has 
totaled 823 points, 528 re-
bounds, 197 assists and 184 
steals.

White told the News + Re-
cord that she still has plenty of 
room to improve.

“I’m really aggressive (on of-
fense), so I really want to stick 
to that,” she said. “I also want 
to expand my range when it 
comes to shooting. And my 
leadership role, I really want 
to work on that so we can have 
freshmen coming in or players 
coming back that can really 
depend on me to help them 
with whatever they need.”
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AFTER MONDAY night’s beatdown of 
the Celtics by the Heat in Boston in Game 
7 of the Eastern Conference Finals, the 
NBA Finals are finally set.

Starting at 8:30 p.m. on Thursday, the 
Miami Heat will face the Denver Nuggets 
in the final series of the NBA season. This 
year’s Finals might seem lopsided in favor 
of the Nuggets, but the Heat have shown 
over the past few rounds that they take 
pride in being giant-killers.

Miami will face its biggest giant to 
date in the finals, though, in Denver 
center Nikola Jokic. The two-time NBA 
MVP might have been robbed of a third 
individual accolade this season, but he 
hasn’t let it affect his playoff performance.

In 15 postseason games so far in 2023, 
the Joker is averaging 29.9 points, 13.3 
rebounds and 10.3 assists per game. 
He is the third player ever, joining Wilt 
Chamberlain (1967) and Magic Johnson 
(1982), to enter the NBA Finals averaging 
a triple-double, and his eight triple-
doubles this playoffs are already the most 
by a single player in a single postseason.

Jokic is the unique player who can 
affect a basketball game in every 
conceivable way. His big frame allows him 
to bully smaller defenders and get open 
looks in the post. He can knock down 
mid-range and 3-point jumpers. He’s a 
maniac on the offensive glass. And he’s 
the best passing big man in NBA history, 
regularly dropping ludicrous dimes to his 
teammates.

Jokic is the engine that makes Denver 
go, but the Nuggets are not a one-man 
circus. Denver’s second-best player 
during the postseason has been Jamal 
Murray, who is finally returning to form 
after tearing his ACL back in April 2021. 
The guard is averaging 27.7 points, 5.5 

rebounds and 6.1 assists per game in the 
postseason while shooting 39.8% from 
3-point range, and he’s scored at least 
35 points in a game on four separate 
occasions. 

On top of Jokic and Murray, Denver 
has other offensive options like Michael 
Porter Jr. (14.6 ppg), Aaron Gordon (13.0), 
Bruce Brown (12.2) and Kentavious 
Caldwell-Pope (11.7) than can carry the 
burden for a few minutes while one of the 
top two is on the bench.

Miami, on the other hand, is by no 
means a flame-throwing offense. The 
Heat have one and a half stars in small 
forward Jimmy Butler and center Bam 
Adebayo, and the latter was frustratingly 

passive on offense in the series win over 
the Celtics. Stepping up in a big way for 
the Heat in the playoffs this spring have 
been their role players — namely Caleb 
Martin and Gabe Vincent — who are 
averaging 14.1 and 13.1 points per game, 
respectively, this postseason.

Where the Heat do have an advantage 
over the Nuggets is in coaching. Michael 
Malone is a fine leader, but he doesn’t 
hold a candle to Miami’s Erik Spoelstra.

Starting as a video assistant for the 
team back in 1997, Spoelstra has been the 
Heat’s coach since 2008 and has won two 
NBA championships back in 2012 and 
2013. This is his sixth Finals appearance 
as a head coach, his most recent coming 
during the NBA Bubble back in 2020.

During the Eastern Conference Finals, 
Spoelstra put on a coaching clinic against 
Boston’s Joe Mazzula. In the final two 
games of the series, the Heat coach 
employed a zone that confused the Celtics 
and caused them to make just 16-of-77 
(20.8%) of their 3-pointers.

Spoelstra will have his hands full with 
trying to slow down Jokic and the rest 
of Denver’s high-powered offense in this 
series, but if there’s anyone I trust to 
figure out a viable strategy, it’s him.

Still, it’s going to take more than 
preparation to beat the Nuggets. 
Executing under the bright lights is a 
whole other story. Personally, I think it 
will be tough for Miami to keep pace with 
Denver.

Jokic is the best player in the NBA right 
now and is rising up the list of best all-
time big men by the day. Beating the Heat 
and winning his first NBA championship 
this season would go a long way toward 
bolstering his legacy, one which is still 
growing at just 28 years old.

NBA Finals preview:  
The best team vs. the best coach

edwardjones.com     Member SIPC

Should You Consider 401(K) 
Loans or Withdrawals?

Pittsboro
Chad Virgil, CFP®, ChFC®, CLU®

630 East St Suite 2
919-545-5669

Pittsboro
Blake Stewart
114 Russet Run Suite 120
919-542-3020

Governors Club
Sharon A Dickens, AAMS®

50101 Governors Dr Suite 118
919-967-9968

Chapel Hill
Eric C Williams, AAMS®

190 Chatham Downs Dr
Suite 103
919-960-6119

Pittsboro
Kevin C Maley, AAMS®

984 Thompson St Suite E2
919-444-2961

Chapel Hill
Jessica L Villagrana, CFP®

180 Providence Rd
Suite 1c
984-219-6635

Siler City
Laura Clapp, CFP®, AAMS™
301 E Raleigh St
919-663-1051

Pittsboro
Lee Shanklin, AAMS®

120 Lowes Drive Suite 107
919-545-0125

Jeremy Vernon, 
and N+R Sports 
Editor
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MATT KELLEY  |  AP PHOTO

Denver 
Nuggets 
center Nikola 
Jokic, right, 
shoots over 
Los Angeles 
Lakers 
forward Rui 
Hachimura 
(28) in the 
second half 
of Game 4 
of the NBA 
basketball 
Western 
Conference 
Final series 
Monday, May 
22, 2023, in 
Los Angeles.
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Hawks plan to use state runner-up 
finish as fuel for the future
By Jeremy Vernon
Chatham News + Record

COMPETING at the 2A boys 
golf state championships at 
Longleaf Golf Club in Southern 
Pines last Monday and Tues-
day, Seaforth finished second 
in the team competition with 
a total score of +56, 44 strokes 
behind first-place finisher East 
Surry and three strokes ahead 
of third-place Bandys.

Leading the way for the 
Hawks over the two-day tour-
nament was junior Griffin 
Ching, who shot +7 overall, 
including a +1 in Round 2. 
Freshman Ty Willoughby shot 
+11, while sophomore Gray 
Stewart and freshman Camp-
bell Meador shot +15 and +23, 
respectively. Seaforth’s run-
ner-up finish came one week 
after the Hawks won the 2A 
mideast regional tournament.

Earlier this week, Seaforth 
head coach Bobby Stewart 
spoke with the News + Record 
about his team’s success at the 
state championships, his play-
ers’ progress across the season 
and his expectations for the fu-
ture.

CN+R: You finished second 
at the state championships 
behind a really good East 
Surry team. Walk me 
through the two days of 
competition and what it 
felt like to see your team 
put together such a good 
finish.

Bobby Stewart: First of all, 
East Surry was incredible. We 
came out on Day 1 and we were 
a bit nervous. We teed off on the 
front nine both days. The front 
day was the harder of the two 
nines, considerably. The first 
hole, we got off to a slow start. I 
think we had two of four hit the 
ball out of bounds on the first 
tee the first day. But we fought 
back. Everyone kind of steadied 

and we had one of our players, 
Gray Stewart, shot under par 
on the back nine. At the end of 
the first day, we thought we had 
played pretty well and were in 
decent shape, except East Surry 
was lightyears ahead of every-
one else.

The night between the two 
rounds, I talked to the team at 
length about going out there 
and really competing to finish 
as runner-up. The kids did the 
same thing on Day 2. They got 
off to a rough start on hole No. 
1, all four of them, and so they 
had to steady themselves again. 
When we made the turn on 
Day 2, we felt like we needed to 
put together a solid back nine 
across the board, and that’s 
what they did. Griffin Ching 
went under par. Ty Willoughby 
shot even par on the back. Gray 
Stewart and Campbell Meador 
shot a 41 and a 40. There were 
still three teams to come in, 
two of which were in that same 
grouping competing for run-
ner-up, so we watched those 
guys finish up. As we were sit-
ting there and scores began to 
get posted, the realization set in 
and the guys realized they were 
more than likely going to finish 

runner-up. They just got super 
excited. They were so tired and 
so excited after the round. It 
was a tremendous feeling.

Three of your four golfers 
who competed at the state 
championships, aside from 
Griffin, did so for the first 
time. What has it been like 
to see the growth of the 
whole team and seeing 
them tie a bow on a nice 
season the way they did?

Early on in the year, I think 
they started to realize they 
could probably do something 
special. But actually going out 
there and doing something 
special is a bit different. As the 
year went on, they became a 
stronger team. They were very 
connected to one another and 
focused on each other’s suc-
cess. Individually, they were 
able to steady themselves, even 
in the most nerve-wracking 
scenarios. When all of them 
played a poor nine at the state 
championships at some point, 
they were able to let that nine 
go and steady themselves and 
perform at a higher level. It 
was just exciting to watch the 

maturation, not only the team, 
but each individual player. To 
be able for them to recognize 
that, “Hey, I might have played 
a bad couple of holes, but I have 
the ability to be better than 
this, and that’s what I’m going 
to work towards.” To be able 
to watch them do that on Day 
2 of the state championships 
was incredible. That’s what it 
took on that back nine. They all 
had to perform better to have 
a chance, and they put them-
selves in position.

You have made a ton of 
progress in just two years. 
What next steps do you 
want to see your team 
make over the offseason to 
make sure they continue to 
compete at a high level?

We talked immediately after 
the championships and after 
the excitement had worn down 
a little bit. We talked about 
three things. One, the kids as a 
team — and this is one through 
nine, not one through four — 
all staying together and playing 
together as much as they can in 
the offseason. They’ve already 
started to do that. Two, the top 
four need to keep working indi-
vidually on strengthening their 
games. What we saw with East 
Surry was that it really helps to 
have a couple of players who can 
shoot really low scores. I know 
all of our top four have that 
ability, but to be able to do that 
consistently and in a pressure 
situation, that’s their ultimate 
goal. And beyond that, our four 
through nine guys need to keep 
working on their game. The key 
to our success this year, honest-
ly, is that we were really deep. 
Any of our top four, or top six, 
on any given day could play re-
ally well. We’d like to build on 
that, so that our number five, 
six, seven players and beyond 
maintain that depth and that 
commitment so that if one of 

our top four struggles on a giv-
en day, someone can step in 
and produce a score and keep 
us well-positioned as a team. 

And they need to continue 
to commit to the team environ-
ment. They just had so much fun 
playing with each other. It’s in-
teresting, someone at the state 
championships asked me what 
the most interesting part of the 
season was, and what I said 
was practice, at the end of the 
day. At practice, we were very 
competitive amongst ourselves, 
but it was always light-heart-
ed. It was encouraging. The 
kids were trying to help each 
other get better. Sometimes I 
just found myself enjoying the 
banter amongst the teammates 
about golf and what’s going on 
in practice that day. As long as 
we’re able to maintain that cul-
ture and build off that culture, 
I think we’ll continue to make 
pretty significant strides year 
after year.

Looking ahead, do you 
know of any incoming 
freshmen who you expect 
to contribute next spring?

I’ve heard that there are a 
couple who are slated to end up 
at Seaforth. I haven’t talked to 
any of them and I don’t know 
who they are, but I’ve heard 
about them through the grape-
vine. At this time last year, 
after the season wrapped up, 
there was already some chat-
ter about a couple of kids com-
ing in, and that ended up to be 
Ty Willoughby and Campbell 
Meador, and they were instru-
mental. I’m hopeful there are 
one or two out there who can 
come in, compete and push us 
forward.

And I’m excited about anoth-
er thing too. After this year’s re-
gional, which was just outside 
Raleigh, they put next year’s 
regional location up for bid. 
We worked immediately with 
The Preserve at Jordan Lake 
to be able to do that. So we’re 
going to be hosting the region-
al championships in Chatham 
County this upcoming year. 
I think that puts us in a great 
position. To be able to play on 
our home course will be quite 
an advantage, I think.

CLIPBOARD Q&A: SEAFORTH BOYS GOLF COACH BOBBY STEWART

PJ WARD-BROWN  |  NORTH STATE JOURNAL 

Staff photo by P.J. Ward Brown — Seaforth junior Griffin 
Ching shot +7 over two rounds, good for 12th place at the 2A 
boys golf championships. The Hawks finished second overall 
as a team.
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Summer days, drifting away

features & entertainment

AP PHOTO

Left, Divided by Four bring the beach to Salisbury with their classic jazz and Carolina beach music 
performance. Hundredx

CN+R Staff shares their 
anthems for the summer 

BRIGHT, SUNNY DAYS 
are on the horizon as summer 
approaches. While the season 
of summer won’t officially start 
until June 21, the warm weath-
er and good vibes start at the 
end of May, often accompanied 
by the end of the school year 
and Memorial Day weekend. 

The News + Record staff 
have created a collection of our 
favorite songs to bring in the 
long, warm and sunny days of 
summer. Join us in channeling 
the salty sea air and the calm of 
those summer nights. 

‘Cruel Summer’  
by Taylor Swift

Picked by Taylor Heeden, 
reporter and web editor

“Cruel Summer” by Taylor 
Swift has been a staple in every 
summer or roadtrip playlist I 
have created since its release in 
2019.

The song takes us through 
a one-sided summer romance, 
one where Taylor pours her 
heart and soul to her partner, 
while he wants to keep their re-
lationship from surfacing. 

“I don’t wanna keep secrets 
just to keep you/ And I snuck in 
through the garden gate/ Every 
night that summer just to seal 
my fate,” she pleads to her love. 
“And I scream ‘For whatever it’s 
worth/ I love you, ain’t that the 
worst thing you ever heard?’”

“Cruel Summer” has the abil-
ity to not only reach into the 
hearts of all of us who’ve experi-
enced those summer flings and 
heartbreak, but it also manag-
es to entice audiences with its 
lively melody and catchy chorus 
and bridge. 

So when you’re in the mood 
to scream a song on the way to 
the beach with your gals be-
cause you’re heartbroken over 
someone who screwed you over, 
“Cruel Summer” is the song for 
you!

‘Stole from Heaven’  
by Ally London

Picked by Taylor Heeden, 
reporter and web editor

Ally London is a young, up-
and-coming artist from Nash-
ville, T.N., and is about to grad-
uate from the Royal Academy 
of Music in London with her 
master’s degree in vocal perfor-
mance. Her debut album, Ka-
leidoscopes, came out last year, 
and she’s bringing all of that en-
ergy into her new single, “Stole 
from Heaven.”

“Stole from Heaven” is a 
catchy summer ballad, filled 
with images of blue skies and 
love from the heavens. The gui-
tar riffs will transport you to 
those summer roadtrips with 
friends and will have you hum-
ming the tune all day long.

I met Ally during my time at 
UNC-Chapel Hill as she was 
one of the people on my fiance’s 
study abroad group. She’s a very 
talented and kind-hearted per-
son who puts all of her passion 
into her work. If you’re looking 
for a new face to add to your 
music rotation, look no further!

‘Snapback’  
by Old Dominion

Picked by Matt Mercer, editor-
in-chief

A summer song is about the 
vibes. That’s my take and the 
way “Snapback” eases into a 
classic three minute, thirty-sec-
ond classic country music win-
dow gets you through the first 
verse before you barely know it.

This song, like most ev-
eryone’s, takes on a personal 
meaning. For me, this song was 
always on it seemed like when 
my now-wife and I started dat-
ing. It was on rotation for our 
Saturday night dance parties 
(ah, young love).

I saw them perform it when 
they filled a 3,000 seat amphi-
theater in 2017 and then two 
years later when they sold out 
the Spectrum Center in Char-
lotte. When those initial chords 
and “woah oh oh oh” start I get 
that same tingling feeling I did 

over seven years ago.

‘Your Love’ by The Outfield

Picked by Matt Mercer, editor-
in-chief

Far from easing in, I dare 
you not to sing along when you 
hear: “Josie’s on a vacation far 
away/ Come around talk it over/ 
So many things that I wanna 
say/ You know I like my girls a 
little bit older.”

“Your Love” is an earworm 
whether you’re listening to the 
song, a cover band, or someone 
with enough liquid courage to 
sing it at a karaoke night.

‘Yo No Sé Mañana’  
by Luis Enrique

Picked by Valeria Cloës, intern
Starting with soft vocaliza-

tions by Nicaraguan singer 
Luis Enrique, the song builds 
momentum to the chorus, the 
singer bursting with energy as 
he sings “Yo no sé mañana, yo 
no sé mañana (I don’t know 
tomorrow, I don’t know tomor-
row)/ Si estaremos juntos, si se 
acaba el mundo (If we’ll be to-
gether, if the world will end).”

This love song transports the 
listener into the unknown, em-
phasizing that since nothing is 
promised and don’t know what 
tomorrow brings, we must en-
joy the present to the fullest. 

This particular sentiment — 
one of staying present — is one 
of my personal life mottos that 
has helped me overcome my 
anxiety. 

And that mixed with other 
hopelessly romantic song lyr-
ics, resonates with my lover-girl 
personality. The lyrics and sal-
sa beat will surely make for a 
dance-filled summer.

‘Vivir Mi Vida’ by Marc 
Anthony

Picked by Valeria Cloës, intern
This song needs little to no 

introduction. Known around 
the world by Spanish-speakers 
and non-spanish speakers alike, 
“Vivir Mi Vida” will – hopefully 
– resonate with everyone, and 
get everyone up and out of their 
chairs.

Personally, Marc Anthony’s 
iconic song brings me back to 
summer 2022, when I was on 
a two-week trip around Ita-
ly, which I can proudly say I 
worked for over three years to 
pay for. 

I was having dinner in a 
family-owned restaurant in 
Monterosso al Mare, having a 
delicious traditional dessert of 
the region, when my best friend 
Camila and I suddenly started 
hearing the tune through the 
speaker. 

Without any hesitation, she 
and I started dancing and sing-
ing in the middle of the restau-
rant. The owner sees us, turns 
the music louder, shouts “I love 
Marc Anthony” and starts sing-
ing with us as he cleans the 
restaurant. 

I hope you can have a similar 
moment listening to this song 
this summer: living your life to 
the fullest and soaking in every 
second of it, with no worries of 
what others will think. 

‘Cast Iron Kettle’  
by Joseph Terrell

Picked by Ben Rappaport, 
reporter 

Joseph Terrell, of the Chap-
el Hill-based band Mipso, 
released his first solo project 
earlier this month. The album, 
“Good For Nothing Howl,” is an 
ode to his roots in North Caro-
lina and exploring creative ex-
pression beyond the everyday. 

One way Terell is also explor-
ing that creativity is by moving 
to Chatham County. Our new 
neighbor says he was inspired 
by the trees and nature in his 
creation of the album. 

“I started writing songs 
about trees, but I think it end-
ed up being more about that 
feeling of paying attention,” 
Terrell told Axios Raleigh in an 
interview about the new album. 
“There are these things that are 
always all around and they re-
ally make up the fabric of the 
world that we live in. It’s amaz-
ing how much we don’t pay at-
tention.”

“Cast Iron Kettle,” the single 
off the new album, speaks of 
paying attention more to the 
places we call home, and appre-
ciating its intricacies. And the 
ways feeling home can reinvig-
orate our souls with a sense of 
place and renewed energy. 

Summer can often be a time 
of vacation, or feeling jealous 
of the places other people visit 
while you’re stuck at home. Ter-
rell reminds us, with this song 
and his album at large, that 
there is beauty to appreciate 
in our own backyard if we stop 
and listen to the sycamores, 

persimmons and all the howls 
Chatham County has to offer.  

‘Oxen’ by Chatham Rabbits

Picked by Ben Rappaport, 
reporter

Bynum natives Austin and 
Sarah McCombie found suc-
cess in the folk and Americana 
music scene as Chatham Rab-
bits. The duo, which got their 
start playing shows on Bynum 
Front Porch, leans on stories of 
Chatham and its roots as a mill 
community as fodder for their 
tunes.

In “Oxen,” a single contain-
ing the titular lyrics off their 
sophomore album “The Yoke is 
Easy, the Burden Is Full,” they 
speak of the power of commu-
nity to uplift and carry people 
into the future. 

 “There’s strength in num-
bers/ And we can share the 
load,” Sarah sings. “Look over 
your shoulder/ And there you’ll 
find your hope.”

I’ve always found summer 
to be a period of transition — 
from one school year to anoth-
er, a break from the hustle and 
bustle. In those transitions, the 
McCombies remind us the im-
portance of leaning on friends 
and loved ones. 

“When we decided to take 
the plunge I just remember the 
Chatham community being so 
incredibly encouraging,” Sarah 
told the News + Record earlier 
this year. “No one thought we 
were crazy because it’s such a 
strong arts community.”

While Chatham County is 
growing by the day, its roots as 
a close-knit rural community 
remain. This summer, let’s re-
member the words of “Oxen” 
and be there for one another 
through this transition into the 
unknown future. 

‘Strange Fascination’  
by Chatham County Line

Picked by Ben Rappaport, 
reporter

The bluegrass melodies of 
Chatham County Line offer a 
sense of return-to-nature that 
remind me of the desired bliss 
of summer.

“Strange Fascination” is the 
local band’s most popular song 
and title track off their 2020 
album of the same name. Like 
other songs from local artists, 
It shares themes of being en-
tranced by nature and the pow-
er the rural landscapes of Cha-
tham County have in centering 
us amid a chaotic world.

“Strange fascination/ Reach 
for a shooting star,” lead singer 
Dave Wilson sings in the cho-
rus. “Don’t know how lucky/ 
Don’t know how lucky you are.”

The song’s peaceful tones are 
a reminder of the serenity sum-
mer can bring, and the ways be-
ing surrounded by loved ones in 
this sunny season can enhance 
those feelings.  

‘National Anthem’ by Lana 
del Rey 

Picked by Lauren Rose,  
design editor

Combine “hot girl summer” 
with “sad girl summer” and 

you’ve got a clear hit — and per-
haps a potential emotional roll-
er coaster (but no judgement 
there). 

Though known for her sultry, 
“sad girl” aesthetic, Lana del 
Rey’s single “National Anthem” 
takes a split from that persona 
to indulge the listener in in-
strumentals and lyricism that 
can’t help but radiate “summer 
vibes,” and the chorus speaks 
for itself: “Red, white, blue is 
in the sky/ Summer’s in the air 
and baby, heaven’s in your eyes/ 
I’m your national anthem.” 

Life, love and luxury are 
prominent themes in this sin-
gle, and paired with a distinct 
Los Angeles summer-energy, 
this single makes for an essen-
tial song to add to the summer 
playlist this season. I promise 
this one will be your “Summer 
Anthem” by the end of the sea-
son.  

 
‘Island in the Sun’  
by Weezer

Picked by Lauren Rose, design 
editor

Well, it seems the title speaks 
for itself for this choice. 

If Lana’s “National Anthem” 
brought on the feels, then Wee-
zer’s “Island in the Sun” will 
definitely mellow them out. 

Opening with laid-back gui-
tar strumming, you can already 
tell this single is going to have a 
chill energy to relax with by the 
pool. Soft vocalizations carry 
the listener into lyrics describ-
ing the peak summer experi-
ences for the chorus: “On an is-
land in the sun/ We’ll be playin’ 
and havin’ fun/ And it makes 
me feel so fine/ I can’t control 
my brain.” 

I literally can’t think of 
anything I’d rather be doing 
on summer break than play-
in’ and havin’ fun. Can you? 

‘Long Beach’ by Kota the 
Friend, Hello O’shay and 
Alex Banin

Picked by Jeremy Vernon, 
sports editor

It wouldn’t be summer with-
out summer love, and Brook-
lyn-based rapper Kota the 
Friend rhymes to that effect in 
this single from the album EV-
ERYTHING, which came out 
back in 2020.

As the title suggests, Long 
Beach is peak summer vibes. 
The song opens with waves of 
electronic sounds, rather than 
ocean waves, but they carry the 
tune through its upbeat chorus 
and two light-hearted verses.

“I can change the story if you 
let me/ Promise in the mornin’ 
won’t forget me/ Lately, I been 
missin’ California, I am far 
from perfect/ But you get me.”

Relatable and versatile, Long 
Beach is a song for any situa-
tion, whether it be a day on the 
beach, a night on the town or a 
low-key night in with your sum-
mer love.

 
‘Slide’ by Calvin Harris ft. 
Frank Ocean and Migos

Picked by Jeremy Vernon, 
sports editor

This single from pop artist 
and producer Calvin Harris 
came out in February of 2017, 
but it always reminds me of the 
summer season.

From the first few notes, 
which are played on my favorite 
instrument — the piano — Slide 
takes hold of you and trans-
ports you to a place where all 
the worries of your normal life 
melt away. This song came out 
during my senior year of col-
lege, and it always reminds me 
of my last semester at UNC and 
my first summer out on my own 
after graduating.

While Frank Ocean, Quavo 
and Offset provide the vocals 
for Slide, Harris played a new 
version of the song at Coach-
ella this year that included a 
verse from the third member of 
Migos, Takeoff, who was killed 
in a shooting in Houston back 
in November. It was a nice trib-
ute to who I personally thought 
was the best rapper of the At-
lanta-based trio.

Slide is all good vibes.

MATT RAMEY |  CHATHAM NEWS + RECORD

A lifeguard at Bray Park’s Aquatic Facility oversees swimmers having a fun time  
on Memorial Day.

MATT RAMEY |  CHATHAM NEWS + RECORD

A boy snorkels in the Bray Park pool on Memorial Day.  
The pool opened its gates over the weekend for the first time 
this summer season.
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919-742-2839 or  Email Amy: apugh@northcarolinatravel.net
Check out our website: www.nctravel.world

105 N. Chatham Ave, Siler City, NC

CALL NC T� VEL
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105 N. Chatham Ave, Siler City, NC

You’ve found the one, 

now say “I do” 
to our honeymoon services! 

 www.templeshows.org(919)774-4155
TEMPLETEMPLE              THEATRETHEATRE

2023-2024 SEASON SUBSCRIPTIONS2023-2024 SEASON SUBSCRIPTIONS
AVAILABLE NOW!AVAILABLE NOW!

features & entertainment
PEN AND PAPER PURSUITS

AUCTION, JUNE 3, 9 A.M. 

at 442 N. Greensboro Street, 
Liberty: 

Antiques, woodworking
equipment; guns, hand tools, 

welder,
wood lathe, drill press, lawn

mowers, furniture, etc. 
Pre-view June 2, Ricky Ellington,

NCAL7706, 919-548-3684.
My18,25,2tcdsc
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Storms?  Accidents?  Fire!
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SOLUTIONS
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Adam Phillips, Miranda Parker, Mary Maloney, Gary Phillips, Jay Parker, Don Basnight, Ken Tunnell, Terri Turner, Crystal Fisher

We are cooperative, social-minded,
curious, inclusive, searching.

A niche firm with an environmental ethic.

Reach out to Weaver Street Realty
when it’s time for a change.

WeaverStreetRealty.com

919-929-5658  •  info@WeaverStreetRealty.com

By Debbie Matthews
Curious Cook

I FORGET, and I’ll bet, Gen-
tle Reader, that you do too.

Some of the traditions that 
we barely think about, or make 
fun of, or are so deeply ingrained 
within us that we don’t think of 
it as a tradition any more than 
the oxygen we breathe is an en-
dearing tradition that humans 
share.

So it’s a good thing, when 
someone comes along who is 
not native to this beloved state 
of ours, and reminds us that not 
everybody knows what a Nab is, 
or that the car racing we’re so 
proud of came from the chases 
between bootleggers and rev-
enuers along the dark country 
roads of this state.

The Kid, who just turned the 
advanced age of 31 a few weeks 
ago, and I have been attending 
the Got To Be N.C. Festival since 
said child was in the 3rd or 4th 
grade.

In addition to everything 
else, if the N.C. State Fair is too 
chock-a-block other humans for 
you, the Ag Fest is a way to go 
out to the fairgrounds, see scary 
fashion, eat scary food, ride 
some rides, play some games, all 
without being shoulder to shoul-
der with 63% of the population 

of the state.
And besides that, the flea 

market still takes place, so you 
get the best of both worlds.

But the big draw of the festival 
is inside the Exposition Center.

Gathered (and this year was 
the most organized and easiest 
to navigate we’ve ever encoun-
tered) are state food producers. 
Everything from peanuts to 
bourbon.

Each year, we put on our 
eatin’ drawers (you may laugh, 
but I’m not kidding), and eat our 
way through the entire building. 
Then we go outside and have fair 
food for lunch.

This year, we took a newcom-
er, my friend Darby.

Here are her impressions, in 
her own words:

“Never seen a tractor parade 
before. And all the crazy food. 
We don’t have that crazy of food 
in California. It was just really 

interesting as an observer from a 
different state to see everything 
that was similar but quite differ-
ent from any fair that we have in 
California.”

The festival had a surprise 
this year.

Wilders, a cattle and pork 
farm based in Sampson County, 
attended and brought samples 
of their Wagyu beef. It was deli-
cious. 

The Kid and I are both ded-
icated carnivores and very fond 
of the minute amounts of Wagyu 
beef we’ve had in the past.

I purchased two New York 
strips. Let’s just say they were 
expensive. But probably less ex-
pensive than a meal at an old-
school steak house.

The Kid cooked them and 
when they were about halfway 
through, I realized the pressure 
that was on my child’s shoulders. 
Cooking this steak that cost what 
a few years ago was our weekly 
food budget. I am grateful that 
my situation has changed, but 
I still feel a measure of Catholic 
guilt.

Fortunately, The Kid did an 
amazing job with the cooking. 
And I learned that even guilt can 
be tasty when it comes on top of 
a piece of Wagyu beef. 

Contact me at dm@bullcity.
mom.

Chatham News + Record 

WASHINGTON, D.C. — 
U.S. Representative Richard 
Hudson (R-NC) announced 
the winners of the 2023 Con-
gressional Art Competition 
from North Carolina’s 9th 
District last Friday. 

“The Congressional Art 
Competition is an incredible 
opportunity to highlight the 
artistic talents of our Dis-
trict’s high school students, 
and I was very impressed by 

all of the submissions we re-
ceived this year,” said Rep. 
Hudson. “I congratulate this 
year›s winners and thank ev-
eryone who participated in 
the competition. I look for-
ward to showcasing their art-
work in the Capitol and my 
office.”

Below are the winning se-
lections for North Carolina’s 
9th District: 

First Place: Mya Hausauer 
of Pinehurst, Pinecrest High 
School, The Baptism

Second Place: Jae Hee 
Shin of Cary, North Carolina 
School of Science and Math-
ematics, Distorted Reflection

Third Place: Emma John-
son of Sanford, Southern Lee 
High School, Self Portrait

The first-place winner’s 
artwork will hang in the U.S. 
Capitol, second place will 
hang in Rep. Hudson’s Wash-
ington, D.C. office, and third 
place will hang in his South-
ern Pines office.  

Each spring, the Congres-

sional Institute sponsors a 
nationwide high school visual 
art competition to recognize 
and encourage artistic tal-
ent in the nation and in each 
congressional district. Since 
the Artistic Discovery com-
petition began in 1982, more 
than 650,000 high school 
students have participated. 
North Carolina’s 9th District 
Congressional Art Competi-
tion is judged by a committee 
of local artists who reviewed 
submissions earlier this year.

An Ag Fest-inspired meal, 
featuring New York strips

Hudson announces 2023 Congressional Art Competition winners 

‘Wilders, a cattle and pork 
farm based in Sampson 
County, attended and 
brought samples of 
their Wagyu beef. It was 
delicious.’

First Place: Mya Hausauer of 
Pinehurst, Pinecrest High School, 
The Baptism

Second Place: Jae Hee Shin 
of Cary, North Carolina School 
of Science and Mathematics, 
Distorted Reflection

Third Place: Emma Johnson 
of Sanford, Southern Lee High 
School, Self Portrait

Chrissy’s Potato Leek Stuff
1 baking potato for each 

diner, peeled and cut into 
1 ½ inch chunks

2 leeks for each diner, 
cleaned with white part 
only sliced ¼ inch thick

3-4 garlic cloves for each 
diner, minced

Butter
Cream
Salt and pepper

Melt a couple of tablespoons of butter in a large, heavy-
bottomed pot. Add sliced leeks and season. Cook until the 
leaks have melted down and are translucent. Add garlic and 
cook until fragrant.

Add potatoes and stir together until mixed.

Pour in enough heavy cream to cover.

Stir together and turn down to very low, 2 1/2-ish. Cook, stirring 
every 10 minutes or so until everything cooks down together, 
the potatoes are completely cooked and the whole thing looks 
like extremely chunky mashed potatoes.

Check for seasoning. Re-season if necessary. 

Serve.

Cast Iron New York Strip
2 New York strip steaks 1 ½ 

to 2 inches thick at room 
temperature

1 tablespoon peanut or 
grapeseed oil

2 tablespoons European 

butter (there are less 
solids in European 
butter so it won’t burn as 
quickly)

Salt and Pepper

Turn largest burner to medium-high and get your cast iron 
skillet hot, but not quite smoking. Add oil and butter.

Very, very liberally season steaks, stick a probe thermometer 
into the thickest part of the largest steak set to 127 degrees. 
Place meat in skillet.

As the steaks cook, baste the side that’s face up with the fats in 
the pan.

When there is a nice brown crust, place the steak, fat edge 
down, onto the skillet’s surface. You’ll have to hold the steaks 
upright with some tongs. Cook until the fat is brown and crispy 
looking.

Then flip and cook the other side, continuing basting as before.

When the temperature is reached, remove the steaks from 
the pan, and set them on a cooling rack over a cookie sheet. 
Loosely place a piece of foil on top to keep the steaks warm. Let 
sit, undisturbed for seven or eight minutes, then slice, lightly 
sprinkle with a finishing salt, like Malden salt, and serve.

The resting will bring the steak up to 130 degrees, perfectly 
medium rare, and it will relax the fibers in the meat so that 
when you cut it, you don’t get all the juice running out and 
leaving you with a dry and not juicy steak.

Two prime 
cuts of New 

York strip 
steaks from 

the N.C. 
Agricultural 

Festival. 
When cooked, 

they pair 
perfectly 

with a side of 
potatoes and 

leeks. 

COURTESY OF DEBBIE MATTHEWS
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Community Forum  
Town of Siler City Commissioner District 3 

 
The Town of Siler City Board of Commissioners 

recently adopted a Strategic Plan. 
 

One of the strategic priorities is to  
enhance community engagement. 

 
The Town of Siler City is inviting the public to 
attend an informal community forum to share 

community projects, questions, comments, and 
concerns. 

 
Forum Date: 

Thursday, June 1, 2023 
 

Forum Time: 
6:00pm 

 
Forum Location: 

Siler City Presbyterian Church 
(Fellowship Hall) 

720 West Third Street 
 

Since this is a public meeting, a quorum of the 
Board of Commissioners may be present, but no 

town business will be conducted. 
 

If you have any questions,  
please contact Jack Meadows 

Community Development Director @  
919-726-8627 or jmeadows@silercity.org 

Strong opinions expressed over proposed 
Randolph County ‘Harm Reduction’ plan
By A.P. Dillon
North State Journal

ASHEBORO — Strong opin-
ions were expressed during a 
faith-heavy discussion about 
a proposed “Harm Reduction” 
plan during a May 22 meeting 
of the Randolph County Opi-
oid-Drug Community Collab-
orative. 

The Collaborative was first 
initiated through funding by 
the county board of commis-
sioners in 2016. Per Layton, the 
Collaborative convened in 2017 
with community partners to 
launch its coalition, and in the 
timespan between 2017 and 
2019, the Collaborative began 
implementing its initial action 
plan. 

The 2 p.m. meeting was 
held at the AVS Catering and 
Banquet Center in Asheboro. 
The public information offi-
cer for Randolph County said 
the meeting had been posted 
on county social media plat-
forms on May 18 and Layton 
said there was no public notice 
posted because it was a “co-
alition meeting.” Despite the 
short timeframe leading up to 
the meeting, it was well attend-
ed with an estimated crowd of 
around 100-150.

The main presentation on 
“Harm Reduction” was given 
by Jennifer Layton, the assis-
tant health director for Ran-
dolph County’s public health 
department.  

In addition to Layton’s pre-
sentation, remarks were also 
given by a panel consisting of 
Elizabeth Brewington, Man-
ager of Health Programs for 
the NC Association of County 
Commissioners; Pastor Allen 
Murray of the Asheboro-area 
“Faith in Motion Ministries;” 
and Robi Cagle, the program 
coordinator for the Uwharrie 
Harm Reduction Initiative.

A tense and at times emo-
tional question and answer ses-
sion followed the presentations 
and remarks by the panel.

Several faith leaders from 
Randolph County and the 
Asheboro area expressed 
strong opposition to part of the 
Harm Reduction Plan that in-
volved a program that would 
supply clean needles to addicts, 
referred to as a syringe services 
program or SSP. 

SSP’s began to show up in 
various counties after the Gen-
eral Assembly passed a law in 
2016 authorizing needle and 
hypodermic syringe exchange 
programs. The intent of the law 
was an effort to promote “sci-
entifically proven ways of mit-
igating health risks associated 
with drug use and other high-
risk behaviors.”

Dr. Jonathan Burris, a pas-
tor for the New Center Chris-
tian Church, located in Sea-
grove, North Carolina, cited 
the low rates of needles re-
turned or collected associated 
with SSP’s. Burris said he was 
also a data scientist with his 
own consulting firm that works 
in the area of statistics, data 
analysis, artificial intelligence, 
and heuristics.

“I like numbers. Numbers do 

not lie,” said Burris. He went on 
to site the North Carolina Saf-
er Syringe annual report from 
2021 and 2022 he said shows 
that “there are more needles 
and more naloxone being 
served to the same people year 
over year.”

Naloxone is a medication 
similar to Narcan which rapid-
ly reverses an opioid overdose.

“How is this not facilitat-
ing more drug addiction when 
only 5% are actually referred 
to treatment?” Burris asked. 
“In addition to that, we see 
that 19.4 million needles have 
been distributed. Only 6.9 mil-
lion have been recovered. That 
means that 65% of that 19.4 
million - over 12 million nee-
dles – are unaccounted for.”

Burris pressed the point, 
saying that he had heard Harm 
Reduction was collecting the 
needles and asked who had 
collected the needles from in 
a “bucket” in front of a “local 
Asheboro business down the 
street” in the last year. 

“It was not the folks doing 
the Harm Reduction,” said 
Burris. “It was the business 
owner.”

Burris also asked the panel 
if they agreed with a message 
on numerous pamphlets for or-
ganizations and programs that 
promote SSP’s.

“Do you agree with the mes-
sage “Enjoy Your High,” asked 
Burris, holding up an example 
of a pamphlet with that mes-
sage on it.

“I appreciate the sentiments 
here, but this is not the solu-
tion,” said Todd Nance, a pas-
tor from Ramseur. “These peo-
ple need help, but I don’t think 
clean needles is the solution.”

Other attendees, includ-
ing the pastors present spoke 
of finding used needles on 
the playground areas of their 
churches as well as drug deals 
going down at night in their 
church parking lots.

At one point, two women got 
into a heated shouting match 
over the topic of supplying nee-
dles to substance abusers. One 
woman, who had lost a son to 
an overdose, seemed to support 
an SSP plan while the other 
woman said giving needles out 
wasn’t the answer to the prob-
lem, but instead perpetuates it.

In her comments, Layton re-
ferred to the N.C. Department 
of Health and Human Services’ 
“Opioid and Substance Use 
Action Plan” as a basis for the 
work of the Collaborative. The 
state’s plan includes three com-
ponents; prevention, reducing 
harm, and connecting with 
care.

One slide described the “core 
values” of Harm Reduction as 
overlapping the concepts of 
“Love, Compassion, and Kind-
ness,” while another billed 
Harm Reduction as “a social 
justice movement” to “respect 
the rights of people who use 
drugs,” and a “practical set of 
strategies” to reduce negative 
impacts of drug abuse.

Another slide cited 2021 sta-
tistics that each day 11 North 
Carolinians die of a drug over-
dose and eight of those deaths 

were opioid-related. An ad-
ditional statistic on the same 
slide cited 32,000 North Caro-
linians had died of a drug over-
dose between 2000 and 2021. 

No specific statistics were 
supplied for Randolph County 
in the slides nor when an au-
dience member asked Layton 
for those numbers later in the 
discussion. 

According to the Randolph 
County Opioid Resources data 
dashboard, there have been 
257 drug overdoses resulting 
in 28 fatalities so far in 2023. 
The heat map associated with 
the 2023 data shows a concen-
tration in Asheboro and in the 
High Point/Archdale area.

The data for past years show 
a steady increase in both over-
doses in the county with 786 
overdoses and 84 fatalities in 
2022, 610 overdoses and 82 fa-
talities in 2021, 576 overdoses 
and 53 fatalities in 2020, and 
664 overdoses resulting in 36 
deaths in 2019.

The data dashboard does 
not indicate if the data is all 
opioid-related overdoses or if it 
includes other drugs. 

Layton warned about mak-
ing “dangerous assumptions” 
about the plan and directed 
those in attendance to “come 
ask questions from those doing 
the work.”

Part of Layton’s presentation 
included a short video of Rever-
end Michelle Mathis, the exec-
utive director of “Olive Branch 
Ministries,” a “faith-based 
Harm Reduction” organization 
that serves Allegheny, Ashe, 
Burke, Catawba, Cleveland, 
Gaston, Lincoln, McDowell, 
and Watauga Counties. In the 
video, Mathis compares the 
story of Lazarus in the Bible to 
that of helping addicts recover, 
stating near the closing that 
“this work is messy but also mi-
raculous.”

Rep. Neal Jackson (R-Ran-
dolph) was on hand to give an 
invocation at the start of the 
meeting, as were several of the 
county’s commissioners, in-
cluding Chairman Darrell Frye 
and Kenny Kidd. 

Frye opened the meeting 
with some brief comments 
which referenced the county 
commissioner’s intent to deal 
with the opioid crisis per its 
2016 Strategic Plan and the 
$9,825,790 million in settle-
ment money apportioned to 
Randolph County for funding 
the county’s opioid response.

In June 2022, N.C. Attor-
ney General Josh Stein an-
nounced local governments 
would begin receiving the first 
payments from a $26 billion 
national opioid agreement 
with the nation’s three major 
drug distributors (Cardinal, 
McKesson, and Amerisource-
Bergen) and Johnson & John-
son. The release stated that the 
fund distribution could be ac-
cessed through the Communi-
ty Opioid Resources Engine for 
North Carolina (CORE-NC). 

Per the NC-CORE dash-
board, so far Randolph Coun-
ty has received $1,209,154 in 
two payments during 2022; 
$377,436 in the spring and 

$831,718 in the summer.
According to Frye, the over 

$9.8 million breaks down to 
$1 million in funding a year 
that will stretch for the next 18 
years as a result of two settle-
ments; one with Purdue Phar-
ma and another dealing set-
tlement money obtained from 
a lawsuit against distributors 
of opioids like CVS and Wal-
greens pharmacies.

Frye mentioned the settle-
ment funds the county has 
received come with “directed 
issues and procedures to be 
followed.”  According to the 
website for the NC opioid set-
tlement, a Memorandum of 
Agreement offers local govern-
ments two options for spend-
ing the money. Option A is a 
list of 12 approved strategies 
to choose from. Option B is a 
“collaborative strategic plan-
ning process” that includes 
an expanded approved list of 
strategies.

“We can’t save a soul or reha-
bilitate a person who is dead,” 
Frye told the audience.  He 
went on to say that, “County 
Commissioners have not [yet] 
made decisions or directed any 
money. This is part of the con-
versation today.”

In an interview with North 
State Journal, Kidd said that 
while the Collaborative was 
convened to offer solutions, the 
commissioners would be the 
deciding factor in what strat-
egies would ultimately be em-
ployed. 

“The commissioners will de-
cide what to do and what not 
to do,” said Kidd. “Ultimately, 
we will make the decision – the 
five of us.” He indicated the 
topic may be brought up at the 
next meeting of the board of 
commissioners in June.

“A month ago, they [the Col-
laborative] came to us with 
proposals for the $1.2 million 
dollars and there are about 
eight different strategies they 
are going to address with the 
rollout of those $1.2 million 
dollars,” said Kidd. “The com-
missioners tabled it because we 
knew this meeting was coming 
up and it would be a good time 
for public discussion.”

When asked about the 
majority of the meeting’s at-

tendees opposing a needle 
program, Kidd said he “agreed 
with that assessment.”

Kidd also provided North 
State Journal with images of 
syringes found around the 
Asheboro area.

“It’s Randolph County… it’s a 
pretty conservative communi-
ty,” said Kidd, noting the area is 
a strong, faith-based commu-
nity. “I don’t think the needle 
distribution program is a good 
idea and I agree that if there’s 
a 150 people here, 100 of them 
came to say this needle thing is 
a crazy idea.”

“It is not condoning. It is not 
enabling,” Murray said during 
his panel remarks about pro-
viding support services, such 
as clean needles to addicts. “It’s 
giving them one more chance.”  
He later added, “They’re [ad-
dicts] going to use anyway.”

Murray’s Faith In Motion 
Ministries is relatively new 
and was formed as a non-prof-
it in August 2021. Murray told 
North State Journal his orga-
nization is non-denomination-
al. 

During his comments, Mur-
ray also alluded to the fact he 
is a recovering addict and told 
the audience not to let politics 
become more important than 
people.

The panel did not include 
a representative of the “Com-
munity Hope Alliance” which 
handouts for the meeting in-
dicate is leading the Harm 
Reduction workgroup. The 
contact for Community Hope 
Alliance is Kelly Link, who 
may have been in attendance 
but was not on the panel.

Among the other materials 
given out was a “Stop the Stig-
ma” flier offering alternative 
language to terms such as drug 
abuse, addicts, and junkies as 
well as terms like clean and 
dirty needles.  Instead, the fli-
er suggested terms like “sub-
stance abuse disorder,” “person 
with substance abuse disorder,” 
and “sterile/used syringes.”

The next meeting of the 
Randolph County Opioid-Drug 
Community Collaborative is 
scheduled for July 24 at 2 p.m. 
and will take place at the Ran-
dolph County Administrative 
Building.

PJ WARD-BROWN  |  NORTH STATE JOURNAL

About 70 people listen to Assistant Health director Jennifer Layton talk during the H.A.R.M 
reduction meeting at AVS Banquet center in Asheboro, NC on May 22, 2023.
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$5,000
CDL Drivers get a

M O U N T A I R E J O B S . C O M
1 1 0 0  E  T H I R D  S T R E E T  |  S I L E R  C I T Y  |  N C
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( 9 1 9 )  6 6 3 - 6 7 1 2

sign-on bonus
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